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The blind spot 


_ Matthew Collins’s excellent articles on Northern 


Ireland reveal the appalling situation facing 
immigrants, but also the indifference of many 
people who should know better. The hounding 
out of hundreds of Romanians is just the latest 
aspect of a long-running campaign of racism and 
bigotry aimed at Northern Ireland’s minority 
communities. This is a scandal yet too few people 
seem concerned. Our politicians and media have 
commented extensively on human rights abuses and 
political extremism in all corners of the globe 
recently, but few seem to notice or appear bothered 
about what is happening much closer to home. 

We have no authority to moralise to others when 
entire communities are being driven from their 
homes through violence and intimidation. 


A timely conviction 
Searchlight welcomes the conviction of Simon 


Sheppard and Stephen Whittle for inciting race 
hate online. It is the first time someone has been 
convicted in the UK for using the internet to 
spread hate, but it is a shame that it has taken this 
long. For several years Searchlight has been 
pushing for such action, not least because there is 
clear evidence that most wannabe far-right 
terrorists receive much of their inspiration through 
the internet. At a time when the police are warning 
of far-right terrorism we need more action against 


the peddlers of hate. 


We need your help 
When Nick Griffin and Andrew Brons took up 


their seats in the European Parliament last month 
we were there. And we will be there every time the 
BNP raises its head over the next few years. 

The HOPE not hate campaign has easily become 
the largest anti-fascist campaign in recent times. 
Over 125,000 people, that’s one in four hundred 
adults in Britain, have taken an action for 
HOPE not hate. In the run-up to the election we 
distributed over 3.4 million newspapers and leaflets, 
and in some areas of the country we delivered more 
material than the mainstream parties. However, if 
we are to stop the BNP in future we need to build 
an organisational infrastructure that can mobilise 
and organise these supporters. We need to train 
local organisers, produce local newsletters and 
customise material to different audiences. 

All this requires a regular stream of money. 
That is why we are launching a Friends of 
Searchlight Appeal (see page 34) with the aim of 
finding hundreds of people who would be prepared 
to give us a few pounds a month. 

If you respect the work we do and think we can 
make a difference in the fight against the BNP 
then we would ask for your support. ~= 


Investigation 


By 
Matthew 
Collins 


No Peace Here 


The continuing shame of 


‘post-conflict’ Northern Ireland 


ust off Donegal Road in south 
Belfast they’re converting a city 
centre gravel car park into 
what looks like a wasteland. 
Local residents are doing their yearly 
dump of anything that burns. There are 
sofas, thousands of books, boxes and 
magazines and more than a couple of 
washing machines. Mattresses too, 
that’s obligatory. Almost anything that 
could be fitted into a car or a small van 
has been transported here and dumped. 

The car park attendant turns a blind 
eye, though he must have noticed an 
articulated vehicle of some sort drop off 
300 wooden pallets right in the middle 
of the faux wasteland. As we drive in, 
he holds his hand out for payment. 

Five track-suited youngsters are 
guarding the rubbish. To them, this 
isnt any old rubbish. This is their 
Protestant birthright — to hold a large 
bonfire on 11 July to signal the count- 
down to celebrating the glorious 12th. 
Except this year, the traditional marches 
by loyalist and Unionist Protestants have 
been moved to the 13th. Good Protest- 
ants do not drink and sing, march and 
bang drums on a Sunday. And while 
they guard, they drum, using proper 
drum sticks or, in the case of one, a set of 
spanners, in perfect symmetry. 

Their spokesman, a large teenager 
who is not drumming, gives suspicious 
permission for photographs. Four days 
away from the big blaze, he’s concerned 
the picture will show their pyre looking 
a little underdone. “Hey English, come 
back in a couple of days and this'll be 
much bigger,” he boasts. “And we'll stick 
a Taig flag on top for you.” 

A short walk away, in the Holylands 
district of inner south Belfast close to 
Queens University, I have an appoint- 
ment with accountants. Holylands 
used to be a staunchly Protestant 
working-class neighbourhood, but as 


the university’s expansion has mirrored 
that of both the Catholic and the 
migrant communities, Holylands has 
become rows of streets with religious 
names as diverse as the tenants who 
reside there. As well as “losing” 
Holylands, some in the Protestant 
community feel they have “lost” Queens 
University too. 

The red hand of Ulster, traditionally 
painted or displayed on walls of 
Protestant neighbourhoods, has been 
replaced by red stars and fists, almost 
defiant symbols from a burgeoning, 
internationalist student population, 
with Palestinian slogans and flags 
marking the contrast with nearby 
loyalist neighbourhoods that fly Israeli 
flags. There are no Irish tricolours here, 
no overt Republican sloganeering next 
to stencilled graffiti saying “Stamp 
Out Racism” and “Kill Nazis”. A few 
rows of freshly painted empty houses is 
all that separates the old from, perhaps, 
an entirely new world. 

Ismael and Ghizlane are both qualified 
accountants, not that anyone would 
know. A condition of their asylum 
application is that they are not allowed to 
work, so they have not worked since 
arriving from Morocco in 2004. 

I'm ushered inside their cramped 
living room where the ironing board 
occupies most of the space, trying to 
avoid waking their three-year-old son 
sleeping on the couch while Thomas 
Tank Engine and Friends plays silently 
on the television. Ghizlane turns it 
off and nods in her son's direction. 
“His favourite,” she whispers. The only 
other sound in the room is of inquisitive 
canaries hopping around excitedly 
in their cages. Upstairs the couple’s 
daughter sleeps. Later the family plans 
to celebrate her first birthday. 

Ismael carefully lifts his son, 
gently running a hand through his thick 
mop of black hair, whispering an 
apology in softly spoken Arabic. 
The boy was born with spina bifida 
and his life is already a painful daily 
grind of visits to GPs and the hospital. 
His parents’ lives have for five years 
been a daily grind of uncertainty, 
torment, intimidation and assaults. 

As asylum seekers with very 
little recourse to public funds, when 
thugs attack people like Ismael, 33, 
and Ghizlane, 26, they are entirely 
at the mercy of the voluntary sector 
and organisations such as NICEM 
(Northern Ireland Council for Ethnic 
Minorities) and NASS_ (National 
Asylum Support Service). 

“T want to work,” Ismael begins, 
almost apologetically. “I didn’t come 
to Northern Ireland to take money. 
We both can work, we have both 
tried to work, to help and to fit in, but 


there is nothing they will let us do.” 
Despite their near perfect English, 
an interpreter is present who reas- 
suringly nods when Ismael or Ghizlane 
shoots nervous looks in his direction. 
Ismael puts his son to bed. 

In 2005 the family moved from 
emergency accommodation for asylum 
seekers to a property in south Belfast. 
On her first trip to the shops, Ghizlane, 
who wears a headscarf, was punched in 
the face by one of her new neighbours. 
Other shoppers and pedestrians stepped 
over her as she lay on the ground. 
“We did not call the police, we had been 
warned that people may be aggressive at 
first. I thought ‘is this normal’ but of 
course, it is not,” says Ismael staring at 
his feet. 

NICEM’s figures show that fewer 
than 30% of victims report racist 
incidents to the police, although more 
than half suffer repeated incidents. 
For Ismael and Gbhizlane, the 
“hundreds” of incidents of spitting, 
verbal abuse and physical threats 
continued for over two years, by which 
time they had come to the attention 
of NICEM. 

They had a small group of friends 
from Belfast’s “tiny” Islamic centre who 
were desperately advising them. Regular 
taxi rides to the hospital for their son 
were exhausting the family’s limited 
finances and they were encouraged 
to apply for an emergency move. 
“The whole time we were there not 
one neighbour spoke to us even though 
it was obvious we had a child who was 
sick and we had very little support. 
Never. Not one friendly word. 

“You smile at people and it was as 
if they do not see you. We hated 
leaving the house because we never 
knew what was going to happen. But of 
course we didn’t have to leave the house 
to find trouble.” 

Accommodation described as “per- 
fect” was found for them in west Belfast 
in 2007 on the advice of a social worker 
that fewer racist incidents are reported 
there. The family settled near the Falls 
Road and, more importantly, close to 
the hospital. “The first time I used the 
bus there, the driver said ‘hello’ and 
I was really amazed,” Ghizlane says 
with a rare smile. “This was where we 
wanted to live. The house was very 
cramped and there was a noisy pub a 
few doors down, but the people were 
friendly.” It seemed a better place to 
spend the hours between weekly 
English lessons and almost daily visits 
to the hospital. Ghizlane fell pregnant 
again. They approached 2008 with 
more hope than ever before. 

On the morning of New Year’s Day, 
Ismael was having a cigarette out on his 
doorstep. It had been a noisy New Year’s 


Eve with excited celebrations that 
had kept the family awake, but they had 
not complained. They were attracted to 
the hustle and bustle of Belfast and the 
night had been joyful. 

Ismael watched two men drinking 
from beer cans walking up the street 
towards the pub. They took offence at 
the tall but almost painfully thin man 
sitting on his own doorstep smoking a 
cigarette. According to Ismael, they 
threw a set of keys at him and told him 
to go inside, but carried on walking. 
After a few moments in the pub, they 
returned and attacked him with a knife, 
stabbing him in the hand and face. 

Ismael shouted for help and 
told Ghizlane, who had tried to 
come to his aid, to go back inside. 
Neighbours instructed Ghizlane to call 
only an ambulance and not the police. 
Terrified and confused, and watching 


"The Romanians have gone,’ Patrick 
Yu tells me. And so has some of 
Patrick’s spark. In previous dark 
hours, somewhere inside Patrick 
there had still been a smile, a 
warmth, even when the Chinese 
community were fleeing south 
Belfast in fear of their lives three 
years ago. He seems genuinely 
drawn and distressed. “I miss David 
Ervine [former loyalist paramilitary 
and politician)” he tells me sadly. 
“There just seems no way into the 
paramilitaries like there used to be, 
to mediate and get this to stop.’ 
“This” is a spiral of violence that is 
seemingly out of control. The Irish 
media are firmly assured in the 
convenient belief that a mythical 
nazi Combat 18 unit is responsible 


her husband bleeding, she called both. 
“That was the end for us in west 
Belfast,” says Ghizlane sadly. 

“When the policed arrived, they 
[neighbours] called us names for calling 
the police.” Both Ghizlane and Ismael 
required hospital treatment. The PSNI 
(Police Service of Northern Ireland) 
did not take any statements from 
the couple, but advised them they 
would probably have to move away. 
“I wondered why,” says Ismael. “I had 
been attacked on my doorstep, why 
shouldn't I call the police?” Perhaps the 
couple had not read the west Belfast 
“welcome pack”, which advises against 
calling the police to a racist incident. 

“Nobody ever spoke to us again,” says 
Ismael. The silence can be intimidating 
too. Their landlord started demanding 
money from the couple that NASS 
had already paid. The community had 


for ethnic cleansing across the 
province. Patrick's organisation 
NICEM is stretched to the limit. 
“What figures do you want?” he asks. 
“This morning's, this afternoon's or 
this evening's racist attacks?” 

Patrick doesn’t accompany me to 
Sandy Row, “Heartland of South 
Belfast Ulster Freedom Fighters’, 
the nom de plume for the UDA. 
He doesn’t think he can stomach a 
meeting with paramilitary spokes- 
men and anyway he has to drive to 
Stormont for a meeting about 
housing. “They don’t want to help 
because they fear, in the middle of 
decommissioning their weapons, 
people will think that they're 
involved in racist violence and not 
sectarian violence. Why should the 


aie 


withdrawn its support and the search 
for a new home began. 

The family had been in east Belfast 
only five months before they had to 
move again. On 23 August 2008 four 
families in and around Imperial Drive 
were visited simultaneously by men 
with baseball bats and hammers and 
told they were “not welcome”. 

“T had a month-old child now and 
here were young men with hammers 
and baseball bats telling us to leave 
by the end of the week. I called the 
police who came very quickly. My doors 
and windows were smashed and the 
people who did it were just standing 
there outside my house while the police 
were inside. 

“The police took away the hammer 
and baseball bat for finger printing, but 
just came back and said we should leave. 
They were taking this very seriously, 


peace process only involve two 
communities?” 

Patrick’s American assistant Jolena 
Flett nervously joins me in the back 
of Jackie McDonald’s car. She has 
kept us waiting a good few minutes 
while, | suspect, she was weighing up 
whether this was an entirely good 
idea. McDonald and his driver had 
arrived outside NICEM’s offices less 
than five minutes after | had rung 
him suggesting a cup of tea. 

McDonald is the alleged (his 
emphasis) brigadier of south Belfast 
UDA and the alleged overall 
commander of the UDA. His official 
title is community worker. In his 

‘office, he is businesslike. He looks 
you straight in the eye when he 
speaks, on or off the record. 


I don't know whose finger prints they 
were, but although they did not make 
any arrests they were genuinely 
concerned for us.” The house was 
attacked three more times before they 
left in September. 

Now they are in the Holylands, 
cramped in a house with damp that is 
making Ghizlane ill. “But the students 
are so very friendly,” she says. “Now it 
is the end of term a lot of them 
will go away and although the 
peace will be nice, it is nice when they 
are around.” With the bonfires being 
prepared and drummers already drum- 
ming, the approach of the 12th brings 
apprehension. “We want to be a part of 
this country,” says Ismael. “My children 
were born here. I could go and watch 
the parades and assimilate, but they just 
don't seem to want me to, even though 
they do not know me.” ~= 


And Jackie can talk, — brilliant 
anecdotes with quick-fire humour. 
“The UDA is not ethnically cleansing 
anyone. Write that down, I'll wait for 
you. But neither are we kneecapping 
or giving ‘digs’ in the stomach 
to people who are doing this stuff. 
Have a look at what the Unionist 
politicians have given these [loyalist] 
communities in return for votes. 
The great King Billy himself could 
ride down here on his horse at night 
and he'd be mugged. 

“| call the police, | tell anyone who 
comes to me and says ‘Jackie, so and 
so has robbed me’ to call the police. 
We've put the guns away, we've had 
to. If people know who is behind 
these racist attacks, I’m telling them 
to call the police. We wont 
get anything done for these 
communities if Jackie McDonald is 
the one going around dishing 
out law and order. And these 
kids behind these attacks in 
South Belfast won't listen to 
a UDA with its guns put 
away anyway.’ 

Out on Sandy Row for 
a photograph, everyone 
says good morning. 
McDonald is warm and | 
embracing of his people. 
People listen in to what 
he is saying. Perhaps © 
he could condemn these _ 
racist attacks louder, then? 
“| do, but who writes it 
down and prints it big 


enough? I've been on all the marches, 
all the protests, but this does not 
work. | don’t want a far-right group 
filing the void here in these 
communities and it is only real work 
that can stop that from happening. 
But | do think, look at how many 
people are moving here into a 
shrinking community that’s crying 
out for help and political direction 
and | know the same things are 


happening in nationalist and 
republican communities too.” 
Eastern Europeans bear the 


main brunt of Protestant anger. 
They're accused of “Romanising” the 
empty streets in south Belfast, as well 
as taking the few remaining jobs. 
Over 40 Polish people from nine fami- 
lies have been “put out” (forced to 
leave) in south Belfast this year. The 
justification was “community 
anger” over football vio- 
lence when the two 
countries played in the 
city earlier this year, but 
many worry that Polish 
children are “catholicis- 
ing” Protestant state 
schools in the area and 
believe that the Poles 
all hold Republican 
sympathies. 
Aleksandra 
Lojek-Madziarz, 
(pictured) a 
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Polish journalist and community 
worker, feels this intensified when 
Polish football fans “stupidly” trav- 
elled from Scotland and unfurled an 
Irish tricolour carrying the letters 
“IRA, presumably in support of 


Celtic goalkeeper Artur Boruc. 
Republican dissidents had carried 
out terror attacks shortly before 
the game. 

“| like the people here,’ she says. 
“They are good people reacting in 
some cases very badly to change. 
The Polish community is, however, 
quite strong and resilient and | ama 
patient person too. 

“Comparatively, Northern Ireland is a 
wealthier place with a lot more to offer 
some Polish people, but we are not 
here to take anything from Protestant 
communities, we don’t want to vote 
them out of house and home or 
change their country. They don’t see 
that, because they do not feel the 
benefits yet in post-conflict Northern 
lreland, and | can see that every day 
when | meet people who are really 
struggling, who still have poverty and 
other unresolved issues. They have to 
stop thinking of us as an historical 
enemy, because we do not come here 
with that burden or intention,” 

Patrick Yu finally went to see Jackie 
McDonald on 10 July, about a letter 
he. had received purportedly from 
the UDA’s youth wing, the Ulster 
Young Militants, telling him and 
NICEM to leave Ulster before the 12th 
or be “blown up”. 
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A hot August? 


By Gerry Gable, Simon Cressy and Tom Woodson 


n February 2001 senior British 

National Party officers and activists 

from the North West gathered in 

Oldham for a regional conference. 
The local organiser greeted them with 
the words “welcome to Oldham, the 
front line of the race war”. 

The words were ominous. By May 
Oldham was burning after racist 
provocations and attacks drove a des- 
pairing Asian community onto the 
streets to defend itself. Two months 
later Bradford was ablaze. The scenario 
was the same: goad and abuse people 
in the streets, in their homes and 
shops, and sooner or later they will 
defend themselves. 

Those arrested from the local Asian 
community were treated harshly and 
with some haste. Despite the firm 
evidence of involvement of the BNP 
and other nazis, racists and football 
thugs, justice was dealt out to them 
much later. The convictions upheld 
what we had been saying all along: a 
conspiracy involving disparate sections 
of the far right but led mostly by known 
BNP activists, who had helped plan and 
orchestrate the “race war”. 

Despite continued pronouncements 
from Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
about a coming “civil war” (race war), the 
authorities have been looking in only one 
direction for terrorist threats. Until last 
year they failed to wake up to the ample 
evidence of far-right efforts to set this 
country ablaze this summer, unchanged 
by the BNP’s European success. 

The BNP’s declared enemies, Muslim 
communities, are the target. And the 
BNP has had a growing influence on 
other far-right extremists who want a 
war in our streets against not only 
Muslims but anyone of Asian origin. 

Many of those responding to the call 
of several different groups looking for a 


fight with Islam are unaware of who is 
jerking their strings. Unless the Home 
Office and the Association of Chief 
Police Officers (ACPO) intervene 
directly, there is a danger of serious 
violence spreading across the country 
this month and beyond. 

The accompanying diagram focuses 
on some of the key groups and 
players to whom officers of the BNP 
are offering political and physical 
assistance. The BNP will not be able to 
wriggle off the hook, but action after 
the event is not good enough; 
prevention is needed. 

Two outbreaks of violence in Luton 
earlier this year wrong-footed the police. 
The situation was not helped by the 
failure of the local council to ask for 
Home Office intervention. As a result the 
police have stepped up infiltration and 
disruption of some of the key groups. 

The far right were looking for 
a catalyst for action and found it on 
10 March as troops from the Royal 
Anglian Regiment, known as “The 
“Poachers”, were to be welcomed home 
from Afghanistan with a parade 
through the streets of Luton. 

Eight members of a Muslim 
extremist group, already disowned by 
the local Muslim community and told 
to stay away from the Luton mosque, 
put on an appalling display of hatred 
towards the troops, calling them child 
killers and butchers. 

It would have been no problem for 
the large number of police stewarding 
the local people who had turned out to 
greet the troops to arrest these fanatics 


for race hate offences. Instead two . 


people ended up being assaulted by the 
angry crowd. Only one was one of 
the Islamists — a former local leader 
of the fanatical al-Muhajiroun group. 
The other victim was the former mayor 


of Luton, a Sikh who was there to greet 
the troops. 

Paul Ray, a  Dunstable-based 
Islamophobe who blogs under the name 
“Lionheart”, applied for local authority 
permission to stage a St George’s day 
parade but was turned down. However 
he had already attracted the attention of 
the BNP and a series of anti-Islam 
groups including the United British 
Alliance (UBA) and March for England 
(MFE), both of which had been visible 
outside the notorious Finsbury Park 
mosque when Abu Hamza, the 
terrorist-linked extremist preacher and 
his followers had seized control. 

After Abu Hamza was expelled from 
the building, he would preach hate to his 
followers in the street every Friday, until 
he was imprisoned in May 2004, and the 
UBA and MFE would turn up to jeer. 
These encounters were overwhelmingly 
non-violent, except when the National 
Front (NF) turned up and were driven 
away by the UBA and MFE. 

The UBA and MFE appeared to draw 
large numbers of young men including 
some black people and even a couple of 
Jewish football supporters from Surrey. 
Many were former soldiers and former 
football hooligans. They were frighten- 
ingly disciplined. Hundreds marched to 
the Regents Park mosque in that period. 

While these largely overlapping 
groups have kept up an_ internet 
presence, it was not until the events of 
10 March in Luton that they suddenly 
reappeared on the streets. 

Denied the opportunity to heat things 
up in the name of St George, Ray was 
attracting interest from Chris Renton, a 
BNP activist from Weston-super-Mare, 
and several other BNP activists from 
around the country including Marlene 
Guest from Rotherham, whose main 
claim to fame is her statement in Sky 


Marlene Guest (seated) lending her support to the Islamophobes in Luton 


TV’s BNP Wives programme that some 
good had come out of the Holocaust in 
the form of dentistry and plastic surgery. 

Tom Holmes, the NF leader, called 
on his troops to turn out against Islam 
at the earliest opportunity, which came 
on Easter Monday, 13 April, when the 
police decided to stop the progress of an 
anti-Islam demonstration in Luton. 

The police struggled with a large 
crowd and even the use of horses did not 
disperse them. They included familiar 
faces from the pro-nazi football crews 
from the time when the nazi terror 
group Combat 18 was active in the 
1990s. Only when police reinforcements 
from London arrived were they able to 
disperse the demonstrators. 

Separate from the MFE and UBA are 
the English and Welsh Defence League 
(EWDL) and Casuals United, run by 
the Welsh football hooligan Jeff Marsh. 
They all used to work together until 
recently when Ray turned against Dave 
Smeeton, leader of the MFE. 

On 24 May the EWDL produced a 
bigger turnout with football hooligan 
support for a march that had been given 
the green light by Luton Council and 
the Bedfordshire Police. The result was 
a disgrace as Islamophobes, hooligans 
and fascists broke away from the local 
marchers and tried to storm the Muslim 
area of Luton. Shops and cars were 
damaged and 150 young Muslims 
prepared to fight to safeguard their 
homes and families. It was beginning 
ominously to look like the fascists were 
achieving their aim of a repeat of the 
Oldham and Bradford riots. 

In the run-up to 24 May Luton mosque 
had been the target of an arson attack. 

At this point these various groups 
decided to spread their message of hate 
to other parts of the country. 

Now there were signs that police 


infiltration was succeeding. A call to 
march through central London 
evaporated after intelligence was passed 
to the Metropolitan Police anti-terrorist 
command $O15. Then a mysterious 
figure called Dave Shaw called for 
EWDL supporters to gather at a 
Wetherspoons pub near Trafalgar 
Square on 27 June to go on to an activity 
outside the East London mosque in 
Whitechapel. Only a few turned up to 
be greeted by a large police presence and 
no sign of Shaw. 

The EWDL began to realise it was a 
police sting operation and most of them 
decided to go drinking in Convent 
Garden instead. The police told the rest 
they could go to Whitechapel but only 
with a massive escort. Reports suggest 
that only eight to ten made it and were 
filmed, photographed, shoved around 
and told to behave on the tube journey. 

The following weekend, on 4 July, the 
EWDL picketed a “Life under the 
Shari’ah” Islamic road show in Wood 
Green, north London, organised by the 
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BNP officer Martyn Page (front left) on a night out in May 


Islamist extremist Anjem Choudary, to 
find the police clamping down on both 
them and the Islamists. 

On the same day the EWDL staged a 
voluble protest in Birmingham's Bull 
Ring “against muslim extremists that 
interrupted a British soldier's funeral”. 
Again prompt police action prevented 
any real trouble. 

One of the nazis present was Mike 
Heaton, “Wigan Mike”, the violent 
leader of the small but crazy British 
Freedom Fighters, not deterred by being 
charged with racial hatred after his 
arrest outside the BNP victory rally in 
Blackpool in June. 

The Islamophobes intend to return to 
Birmingham for a “march against sharia 
law” on 8 August. The date was fixed for 
before the start of the Midlands football 
season. Luton Town plays its first match 
on that day but the demonstration starts 
at 6pm, giving fans plenty of time to 
get there. 

Interest in going to Birmingham may be 
growing. One Luton Town supporter 
noted that the EWDL had recently 
changed its booking from a 25-seat to a 
52-seat bus. One nazi noted how it was the 
eighth day of the eighth month which, 
for nazis, translates as the eighth letter of 
the alphabet: “HH” or “Heil Hitler”. 

Three whites from the extreme left in 
Birmingham have tried to recruit and 
incite Muslim teenagers to respond by 
taking to the streets with racially 
abusive language and slogans. Perhaps 
two political extremes are seeking 
confrontation in the city. 

Now Martyn Page, the Hitler- 
saluting treasurer of the BNP’s 


Broxtowe group, is organising forces 
intent on setting the country ablaze, 
offering to bring in some heavy lads 
from his area. The target is Luton and 
the date is 30 August. ~= 
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Racist statements a foretaste of 


BNP leader's term as an MEP 


On 14 July Nick Griffin took up his seat in the European Parliament as 
a British National Party MEP for the North West of England. 
Dave Williams examines his preparations for the historic event. 


aving failed to convince the 

requisite number of far- 

right MEPs to join him Nick 

Griffin has, much to his 
annoyance, been deprived of access to 
the further funding that comes with 
being a part of a bloc in the European 
Parliament. His continental grand- 
standing now an irrelevance, Griffin 
has turned his efforts to more pressing 
domestic arrangements. 

Griffin and Andrew Brons, the BNP 
MEP for Yorkshire and The Humber, 
both adhere to a strict policy of “fascist 
jobs for fascist workers”. This has meant 
that jobs in their constituency teams 
have not been openly advertised and 
they have been slow to add to the three 
staff appointments announced shortly 
after their election in June. Clearly there 
is insufficient talent in the fascist party. 

New staff paid for by the European 
Parliament has also raised the question 
of where to put them. A top priority has 
been to acquire office space. Should this 
be a centrally located office or a 
“prestige” office in a more rural area? 
One supporter warned against a 
centrally located office stating it would 
become: “a magnet for malcontents, 
those who had had too much to drink, 
people with personality disorders and, 
during the winter, down and outs 
looking for somewhere to keep warm 
after they had been thrown out of the 
betting office next door”. You could be 
forgiven for mistaking this as a 
commentary on the BNP employees 
working inside. 

At the European Parliament Griffin 
and Brons are given offices like all 
MEPs. Simon Darby, the BNP deputy 
leader, proudly posted pictures of 
Griffin in his rather bare office in 
Strasbourg on his blog on the day they 
took their seats. Brons told a’ Times 
journalist that he and Griffin would 
share an apartment in Brussels. 


In the period between his election 
and the first parliamentary session, 
Griffin shuttled back and forth to 
Brussels to attended various briefings 
and inductions for new MEPs, which 
he largely characterised as “boring”, 
probably to cover up his own inability to 
understand the labyrinthine workings 
of the European Parliament. 

He and Brons were briefly banned 
from Fabian O’Farrell’s bar, an honour 
not even afforded to Jean-Marie Le 
Pen, the veteran leader of the French 
National Front. The ban was quickly 
rescinded. Clearly piqued, Griffin tried 
to blame the UK Independence Party 
for the embarrassment, making up some 
nonsense about its MEPs not wanting 
him to see them “absolutely legless”. 

He was similarly outraged at being 
banned from a formal cocktail reception 
in Strasbourg for British MEPs hosted 
by the new European Minister, Glenys 
Kinnock. He retorted by calling her a 
“political prostitute” and claimed that 
he had not the “faintest interest” in 
drinking “expensive champagne” with 
the “establishment clique”. 

He was also angered by the 
government’s instruction to diplomats 
and civil servants not to engage with the 
BNP or indeed any racist or extremist 
MEP without “specific permission” 
from the Foreign Office. The hapless 
duo will be barred from future official 
functions in Brussels. Their access to 
written briefings will be subject to the 
“same general principles governing 
official impartiality”, but officials will 
not be “proactive” in seeking to deal 
with them. 

In some ways the snub suits Griffin’s 


agenda just fine. He wishes to be seen as | 


outside the political establishment and 
as a “clean pair of hands” by the 
electorate, the majority of whom will be 
unacquainted with his own record of 
personal and political corruption. 


Just what agenda will Griffin pursue 
when he takes up his seat? He gave 
a pretty big clue when he told a 
BBC journalist that the solution to 
immigration was that the EU should 
sink boats carrying illegal immigrants 
to prevent them entering Europe. 
The astonished interviewer pointed 
out, “I don’t think the EU is in the 
business of murdering people at sea”. 
Griffin denied suggesting murdering 
people but averred that, “boats should 
be sunk, they can throw them a life 
raft and they can go back to Libya”. 
Darby tried to parry criticism by sug- 
gesting, perhaps partly tongue in cheek, 
that such a policy was “environmentally 
friendly” because shipwrecks made a 
“splendid habitat” for aquatic life. 

A few days later Griffin tried to grab 
more headlines by telling a Channel 4 
News reporter that Islam was a “cancer” 
that needed “chemotherapy ... to save 
civilisation’, a particularly malign piece 
of hyperbole resonant of the language 
used by Nazi racial hygienists to describe 
Jews. It is inevitable that the media will 
want to interview Griffin and Brons, 
but editors need to think carefully about 
giving these two fascists more platforms 
for their offensive views. 

Similar historical allegiances emerged 
with Griffins support for the 
Hungarian Jobbik party whose sup- 
porters, he claims, are being “brutally 
suppressed” by the Hungarian state, 
because it recently banned Jobbik’s 
paramilitary wing and arrested one of 
its leading lights for terrorism offences. 
Griffin tried to compare their alleged 
treatment with that of pro-democracy 
supporters in Iran, which was rather 
ironic given that throughout the 1980s 
he had been one of the chief 
cheerleaders for Tehran's tyrannical 
Islamist regime. 

Griffin has signalled one aim for his 
five-year tenure, which is “to find 


Quarantined in Strasbourg: Nick Griffin (left) and Andrew Brons on their first day at the European Parliament. Diane Dodds of the Democratic 


Unionist Party refused to sit next to Brons 


evidence of how the ownership of 
Britain’s ‘common wealth’, its national 
assets, had been privatised and ended up 
in the hands of foreign conglomerates”. 

If more evidence were needed of 
Griffin’s unequivocally racist agenda, one 
need look no further than his stated 
preferences for parliamentary committee 
and subcommittee appointments. Aside 
from a desire to sit on the Industry and 
Energy committee to push his ideas 
about “Peak Oil”, Griffin applied to sit 
on the Culture Committee to continue 
his attack on multiracial society in the 
guise of upholding “British culture”. 

While both these requests were 
entirely predictable, what raised a few 
eyebrows was his application for a seat 
on the Committee on Women’s Rights 
and Gender Equality “so that I am able 
to raise the issues of grooming in 
Britain’s northern towns and the denial 
of women’s rights because of the rise of 
Islam,” he explained. 

Griffin’s chutzpah seemingly knows 
no bounds. He has absolutely no 
interest in women’s rights. His only aim 
is to racialise criminal activity for 
political capital. If grooming rather than 
race were Griffin’s real concern why did 
he not condemn Andrew Wells and 


Tan Hindle, two Blackburn BNP 
activists who were jailed in November 
2008 for having sex with a child? 
Griffin was the BNP’s North West 
regional organiser at the time of the 
sentence. His silence speaks volumes. 

In April 2008 when Nick Eriksen’s 
shameful views on rape were revealed, 
Griffin prevaricated over whether he 
could weasel out of sacking Eriksen 
from his position as the party’s London 
organiser. Eriksen had stated, “Rape is 
simply sex. Women enjoy sex, so rape 
cannot be such a terrible physical 
ordeal.” He also said that women should 
be hit regularly “like a gong”. Griffin 
and Darby both lied, claiming the 
remarks were “taken out of context”. 
Finally Griffin was forced to cede to a 
growing groundswell of opinion both 
inside and outside the party and sack 
Eriksen who was number two on the 
BNP’s candidates’ list for the London 
Assembly election. 

Griffin’s initial refusal to condemn 
Eriksen revealed his own view of 
women to be every bit as retrograde as 
the “Muslim” view of women he claims 
to abhor. This is even more apparent 
when one peruses_ his personal 
pronouncements on the position of 


women in the BNP. Explaining why the 
BNP was putting forward female 
candidates, Griffin wrote in Identity in 
October 2007: 

“Let me make it absolutely plain that 
this is not some BNP version of 
Politically Correct sex and disability 
quotas. It has nothing to do with who 
we would actually like to sit in 
Parliament for us; in many cases — 
almost certainly the majority, for that 
would simply reflect the realities of 
inborn human nature — that would be 
well educated and already successful 
white males. It is simply about having as 
many candidates as possible who, 
simply by being what they are, will help 
‘soften’ our rough image and so help to 
open the hearts and minds of more 
ordinary people to us.” 

Griffins disregard for women, as 
no more than window dressing to 
“soften” the thuggish image of the BNP, 
shows how eminently unsuitable he is 
to hold any political office. It would 
seem that the European Parliament felt 
likewise as Griffin failed to get a seat on 
the Women’s Committee, but secured 
one on the Environment Committee. 
Brons was put on the Constitutional 
Affairs Committee ~<g 
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BNP appeals for funds 
for ‘lawyer’ and bouncers 


By Sonia Gable 


THE ELECTION OF two British National 
Party Members of the European 
Parliament has not put an end to 
the fascist party's continual calls on its 
members and supporters for more 
money. On the contrary, says Nick 
Griffin, the party leader, in his 
latest begging letter, the election 
campaign left the party's finances “very 
seriously depleted”. 

BNP supporters may have 
thought that their investment in 
the campaign was supposed to be 
repaid handsomely through the party 
getting its hands on large sums of 
European funding. Not so, according 
to Griffin's letter, the “Euro money we 
will receive cannot, | repeat cannot, 
be spent on the Central Party’, 
skirting over the fact that much of 
it will be used to employ a dozen 
party members in the two MEPs’ 
constituency offices. 

The BNP needs its members to dig 
deeper into their pockets because “our 
victory on 4th June unleashes furious 
attacks against us’, referring to the 
incident outside the British Houses of 
Parliament when protesters threw 
eggs at Griffin and Andrew Brons. 

The need goes beyond the cost 
of dry cleaning the MEPs’ suits. 
“We desperately need to support 
our wonderful Security Team,’ says 
Griffin, describing them as “heros” 
[sic]. This is the squad of burly minders 
who surround Griffin wherever he 
goes and do not hesitate to dish out 
violence in his defence. 

They need “new radios” at a cost 
of £18,000, and “Sat Navs, Clothing, 
and ongoing training’. Whether that 
includes bullet-proof vests like the one 


Griffin appears to have taken to 
wearing is unknown. 

Money is also needed to “retain the 
services of a professional Legal firm 
as well as strengthening our own in- 
house Legal Team”. This is required to 
fight the “outrageous smears and lies 
told by the media”. Griffin claims the 
BNP has “spent a small fortune on 
legal defences and_ pre-emptive 
strikes” this year, though fails to cite a 
single achievement. 

The “in-house legal team” is Lee 
Barnes, an unemployed law graduate 
without a legal practising certificate 
who regularly writes the vilest 
inanities on his blog. It takes only 
seconds to find an example, such 
as this from 14 July: “... watch the 
racist prick Piers Morgan, with his 
smug sneer, wiped right off his fat 
f***ing face”. The post continues in 
similar vein for several paragraphs, 
including two references to 
“cosmopolitans’, a standard nazi 
codeword for Jews. This is the man 
for whose benefit Griffin wants 
supporters to enter into monthly 
standing orders. 

The BNP has been restructuring 
after its regional organisers com- 
plained of being kept in the dark 
about the party's direction and 
changes since the _ elections. 
The party has responded by ap- 
pointing a “new panel of full-time 
party administrators’, according to 
Martin Wingfield, campaigns and 
communication officer for both MEPs. ~ 
It consists of Emma Colgate (staff 
manager), Eddy Butler (national 
organiser) and Simon Darby, whom 
Wingfield describes as deputy 
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BNP investigates 
candidate for racist rant 


by Sonia Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
parliamentary candidate for 
Croydon Central is under 
investigation by his own party over 
a rant about “violent immigrants” in 
his south London borough. 
Responding to a Conservative 
questionnaire encouraging 
residents to raise any concerns with 
London's mayor Boris Johnson, 
Clifford Le May wrote “Stop ruining 


chairman and treasurer, overlooking our community by stuffing New 
his press officer role. Addington with violent immigrants 
Readers may be forgiven a sense who have no right to live among 
of déja vu. Two years ago Griffin decent civilised white people”. 
tried to rectify internal problems He also referred to his 
by appointing a three-person central Conservative opponent in the 
management team to help run the Croydon Central seat, Gavin Barwell, 
party. Tony Brewer, Michaela as a“traitor to his race and nation’. 
Mackenzie and Mark Clutterbuck Despite admitting the words were 
were supposed to bring “decades of written in “anger”, Le May has 
business management experience” to refused to retract them, but 
handling “internal staff management insisted: “I’m not a racist - I’m a 
affairs”. Little was ever heard of them. British patriot” He claimed his 
The appointments of Colgate and 15-year-old daughter was “pepper 
Darby to full-time BNP positions leaves sprayed and attacked” by a West 
Richard Barnbrook without any staff to Indian immigrant in 2007 and that 
support him in his role as a member of his mother was punched in the face 
the London Assembly. Their absence by two black men 20 years ago. 
shows. Nothing new has been posted He also says his grandmother was 
on his Assembly website since 27 May mugged by a gang of young black 
and the BNP site did not even mention men who left her with a broken hip. 
Barnbrook’s presence at the Queen's She died during surgery to have 
garden party on 7 July, in contrast to it replaced. 
the party's attempts to milk the A typically ignorant BNP member 
invitation for Griffin's benefit before who invents figures to suit himself, 
the election. Nor did Darby bother to he added: “I can recount hundreds 
inform the media that the date of of incidents - 99% of all violent 
Barnbrook’s attendance had been crime will be at the hands of black 
switched to 7 July. youths. Everywhere | go | see violent 
Barnbrook is no longer the BNP’s young black men and women.’ 
number one hero, clearly. Griffin Mr Barwell said he was appalled kind of people they really are’ 
and Brons are the men of the mo- when he read Le May's words. “Mr Simon Darby, the BNP’s deputy 
ment; Barnbrook has been sidelined. Le May's comments show the BNP leader failed to condemn Le May's 
Although he was facing a disciplinary remains a party that judges people racism only the way he expressed it. 
hearing on 21 July for broadcasting not by their actions but by the “While | agree with the sentiments, 
false claims about murders in Barking colour of their skin,’ he said. he could have put it a bit more 
and Dagenham, and the prospect of “Hundreds of thousands of British politely - he should have couched 
suspension from the Assembly for up servicemen gave their lives to his language more,’ said Darby. 
to six months, the BNP’s “operation defeat these views in the Second * “But what he says is not too far 
fightback” was not mobilised in his World War - there’s nothing from what's actually happening.’ 
support. The only help he received patriotic about them. He said the result of the inquiry 
was to be given Barnes as his lawyer. “People who are thinking of would be communicated to Le May 


With friends like these ... ~a voting BNP should be aware what in due course. ~= 


Nazis who fled justice will 
appeal against convictions 


Sonia Gable reports 


wo British nazis who tried to 
claim political asylum in Los 
Angeles have been given leave to 
appeal against their landmark 
convictions for inciting race hate online. 

Simon Sheppard and Stephen 
Whittle were the first Britons to be 
convicted of inciting racial hatred 
online. Sheppard was found guilty at 
Leeds Crown Court in July last year of 
11 counts of publishing racially 
inflammatory material on his Heretical 
Press website. His co-defendant, who 
used the pseudonym Luke O'Farrell, 
was found guilty of five counts of 
publishing racially _— inflammatory 
material in articles he wrote for 
Sheppard’s site. 

After the jury returned verdicts on 
some of the charges the men were 
released on bail over the weekend 
to return to court on the Monday. 
Instead they fled to the United States 
where they sought asylum using the 
USA’s free speech laws, claiming they 
were being persecuted by the British 
government. After an immigration judge 
threw out their case they were held at 
Santa Ana prison in California for ten 
months until their extradition. 

In January this year, Sheppard was 
convicted in his absence of five further 
charges. Two of them related to 
two editions of another anti-Jewish 
publication titled Don't Be Sheeple, 
the second of which was produced 
after Sheppard had been charged for 
the other offences. Eddy Morrison, the 
veteran nazi from Leeds, had wrongly 
advised Sheppard that it would not 
contravene race relations legislation. 

On 10 July Sheppard, 52, was jailed 
for four years and ten months while 
Whittle, 43, received a sentence of two 
years and four months. 

On 15 July Lord Justice Richards at 
the Appeal Court gave the pair 
permission to appeal against their 
convictions, ruling that they were 
arguably “unsafe”. After hearing 


submissions from their legal teams he 
concluded: “We are persuaded there is 


sufficient merit in the points raised to 
merit consideration by the full court”. 
No date was set for the hearing. 

Speaking before the Appeal Court 
decision, Michael Whine, Government 
and International Affairs Director at 
the Community Security Trust, said: 
“This case sets an important precedent. 
Defendants will no longer be able to 
rely on the defence that the server 
which they have used to incite hatred is 
located abroad. If they are responsible 
for what is communicated by the server 
they are also responsible if that material 
or message contravenes the law. 
Additionally, the case upholds previous 
judgements in English courts that 
Holocaust denial may be considered 
illegal where it is used to incite hatred 
against Jews, or any other people. 

“The sentence reflects both the 
seriousness of the multiple charges, 
and in Sheppard’s case, the fact that he 
has previous convictions for offences 
under the law.” 

At the original trial the defence had 
argued that the online material did not 
fall under the jurisdiction of UK law, 
because Sheppard’s site was hosted 
on servers in California. The judge 
dismissed this, sending shock waves 
through the owners of other far-right 
hate sites who believed they were 
exploiting a legal loophole. 

The investigation into the pair began 
when police received a complaint about 
a viciously antisemitic and Holocaust- 
denying pamphlet called Tales of the 
Holohoax, after it was pushed through 
the door of a synagogue in Blackpool in 
2004. Its first page consisted of a cartoon 
captioned “Alice in lampshade land”. 

It was traced back to a post office box 
in Hull registered to Sheppard, a former 
British National Party organiser who 
had been expelled from the party 


after receiving a nine-month prison 


sentence for distributing antisemitic 
leaflets in Hull. 

Sheppard’s co-defendant on that 
occasion was Dave Hannam, who was 
jailed for three months and after his 


Online race-hater: Simon Sheppard 


release went on to become the BNP’s 
regional treasurer and a close confidant 
of the BNP leader Nick Griffin. 

This was not Sheppard’s first 
conviction. He had been jailed in the 
Netherlands in 1995 for Holocaust 
denial. On 30 March 2005 police raided 
Sheppard’s flat in Hull in the early 
hours of the morning. He was arrested 
on suspicion of incitement to racial 
hatred and questioned for several hours. 
Three computers were seized together 
with several hard drives and a quantity 
of Holocaust denial, antisemitic and 
other hate material. 

His flat was raided again on 12 
April 2006, when police also searched 
Whittle’s home. Again Sheppard’s 
computers were seized together with a 
number of drives and disks. Morrison, 
a computer expert, was provided with 
money by Sheppard’s circle to re- 
equip him. 

Sheppard’s online publishing took in 
a hatred of women and a morbid 
fixation with cannibalism. But his 
main motivation was racism and 
antisemitism and he dedicated himself 
to producing what the prosecution 
called “obnoxious and abhorrent” books, 


pamphlets and web pages. 
His website reproduced several 
cartoon strips by the American 


cartoonist Robert Crumb drawn during 
the 1960s, including “When the 
goddamn Jews take over America!” and 
“When the niggers take over America!”. 
Sheppard also published vile material by 
George Lincoln Rockwell, the leader of 
the American Nazi Party (ANP), 
including the “Coon-ard Lines Boat 


Ticket to Africa” and spoof “year’s 
supply of instant nigger” advertisement. 

One leaflet claimed that Auschwitz 
had not been the location of mass 
genocide but was instead a holiday 
camp provided by a benevolent Nazi 
regime for Europe’s Jewish population. 
Another story was illustrated with 
photographs of dead Jews. Sheppard 
also wrote that the diary of Anne Frank 
was “evil”. 

Mari Reid, of the Crown Prosecution 
Service’s counter-terrorism division told 
the court that people were entitled 
under the law to hold racist and extreme 
views. But she added: “What they are 
not entitled to do is to publish or 
distribute those opinions to the public 
in a threatening, abusive or insulting 
manner either intending to stir up racial 
hatred or in circumstances where it is 
likely racial hatred will be stirred up”. 

The judge rebuffed an attempt by the 


defence to introduce the American 


Holocaust denier Michael A Hoffman 
II as an expert witness, rightly 
considering him to be no expert but an 
extremist propagandist. 

As well as running the Heretical Press 
site, Sheppard is infamous as the man 
who set up Redwatch, an online “hit 
list” which publishes names and 
addresses of people it considers its 
political opponents under the banner: 
“Remember places, traitors’ faces, they’ ll 
all pay for their crimes”. Some people 
whose details have been posted on the 
site, which includes a section titled 
“Noncewatch”, have suffered violence 
and harassment. 

In November 2003 Searchlight 
exposed the motives of the small group 
behind Redwatch and reproduced 
documents and emails that clearly 
revealed their agenda. They included 
proof that political opponents were 
deliberately being targeted for a 
campaign of harassment and violence. 
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Like the Heretical Press, Redwatch is 
hosted in the USA, as are the websites 
of the National Front, the extremist 
nazi Blood and Honour/Combat 18 
organisation and the hardline Racial 
Volunteer Force (RVF), five members of 
which were imprisoned in 2005 for 
distributing the racially inflammatory 
magazine Stormer. Another self-styled 
“RVF volunteer” was Martyn Gilleard, 
who was sentenced to 16 years in prison 
last year for terrorism and child 
pornography offences. 

Searchlight has long called for the 
prosecution of the people responsible 
for sites such as Redwatch but 
has repeatedly received the response 
from the Home Office and police 
that they were unable to proceed 
because the sites operated from servers 
in the United States. 

Now it is up to the Appeal Court to 
decide whether the convictions of 


Sheppard and Whittle will stand. —# 


A WHITE SUPREMACIST was found guilty 
of terrorism and explosives offences last 
month amid mounting concern among 
anti-terrorist police about a potential 
wave of far-right violence. 

Neil Lewington, 44, (pictured) had 
amassed components and material at 
his home, which could be used to 
make incendiary and explosive devices. 
Police also found information on how to 
make devices, a handwritten booklet 
titled Waffen SS UK Members Handbook 
and far-right extremist material. 

He was remanded in custody after 
being found guilty at the Old Bailey and 
told he faced a long prison sentence 
when he is sentenced on 8 September. 

Sir Norman Bettison, Chief Constable 
of West Yorkshire, told a security 
conference last month that there was 
a growing threat of right-wing terrorism. 
Sir Paul Stephenson, the Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner, has asked for an 
assessment of the impact of the recession 
on right-wing violence. 

The court heard that Lewington, from 
Tilehurst, Berkshire, was arrested in 
October after urinating in public at 
Lowestoft railway station. When police 
officers searched his bag they found 


component parts for two improvised 
incendiary devices, a mobile phone con- 
taining racist images and handwritten 
notes by Lewington giving details of 
devices and materials. 

At his home police found chemical 
mixtures labelled “igniter’ weedkiller, 
firelighters, fuses, pyrotechnic boosters 
and a range of bomb-making manuals. 
The SS handbook included diagrams 
and information on “picking target areas’ 
and ‘counter-surveillance’ 

One of Lewington’s notes read: “A new 
group has been formed, the Waffen SS 
UK. We have 30 members split into 
15 two-man cells. 

"We are highly trained ex-military 
personnel and will use incendiary 
and explosive devices throughout the 
UK at random until all non-British people 
as defined by blood are removed from 
Our country.’ 

Brian Altman, QC, for the prosecution, 
said: “This man, who had strong if 
not fanatical right-wing leanings and 
opinions, was on the cusp of embarking 
on a campaign of terrorism against those 
he considered non-British’: 

Lewington told one woman he met 
on the internet thatthe only good Paki is 


a dead Paki” He had links with the nazi 
groups Combat 18, Blood and Honour 
and the British People’s Party. One of his 
heroes was the London nail bomber 
David Copeland, a former British National 
Party activist. 

Despite the clear evidence of 
Lewington's far-right motivation, the 
police failed to establish any details of 
his targets. Deputy Assistant Commis- 
sioner John McDowall, head of the 
Metropolitan Police CounterTerrorism 
Command, said: “While our inquiries did 
nat uncover any details about intended 
targets, we do not underestimate the 
impact that Lewington’s actions and 
extremist beliefs may have had on 
communities nationwide" 


CT 


Griffin outburst reveals vile side 


Matthew Collins 


IT IS PUB TALK at its 
worst. No one is a stranger to 
hearing suggestions of vile 
and off-the-cuff solutions 
to what can be troubling 
and confusing issues for 
many people. 

But there is more to 
Nick Griffin’s comments on 
the issue of boats from 
Africa carrying people seek- 
ing asylum than him 
just playing up to the media 
for the sake of headlines. 
As we predicted he 
would, the BNP leader is 
using the auspices of é 
elected European office 
to mount an aggres- <>, | 
sive attack on the rights 
and lives of people seeking 
asylum and respite from 
persecution. 

While the majority of 
decent people in this 
country overwhelmingly 
reject and are appalled 
by the ease in which Griffin 
would consign in-nocent 
people to a watery grave, 
his outburst comes (7 
at a time when we * 
are now beginning to 
understand more about the 
BNP’s voters than ever before. 

YouGov polling paints a picture of 
the typical BNP voter as an under- 
educated, male of a certain age who 
reads right-wing tabloids. A high 
percentage believe that they are racially 
superior to non-white people and that 
there is a mass conspiracy against them 
underfoot. This is the ten per cent of the 
population that the BNP appeals to, this 
is the BNP’s core vote that votes BNP 
even when offered other radical 
alternatives to the big three parties. It is 
a racist vote to the core. 

“When we say we are not politically 
correct we really do mean it,” trumpeted 
the BNP deputy leader Simon Darby 
on his blog site. He was referring to 
Griffin’s comments about sinking boats 
of immigrants, but was also reinforcing 
the BNP’s anti-political image that it 
could, and would, not engage on serious 
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issues because its voter base has now 
been immunised against public outrage 
and revulsion about the very party it has 
voted for. 

It is ill-conceived to think that 
the media can somehow now hold the 
BNP hostage to its previous comments. 
No doubt for the sake of securing 
immunity from prosecution for 
Holocaust denial, Griffin has publicly 
admitted there was a Holocaust. While 
this no doubt causes some chagrin to 
some of his BNP colleagues, his 
advocating of “chemotherapy” against 


Islam and the description of Glenys | 


Kinnock as a “political prostitute”, all 
since he was elected, prove there is little 
Griffin ef al are concerned about in 
terms of public image or perception. 

It is not just the leadership that has 


/ arena already. The BBC in particular 


victory. Around the country it is 
clear that local BNP leaflets are 
becoming more hardline and 
extreme. A leaflet recently 
distributed in County Durham 
asked readers what was wrong 
in accepting that whites were 
superior to other groups. 

Worryingly, not only do the 
British media not seem well 
equipped or indeed 


L enough 
properly determined to tackle 


and expose the BNP even as it 
was before the elections, but the 
BNP is over represented in that 


seems determined to allow 
Griffin to vent his 
racism and his denials, 
presumably because it 

is good television. 
Watching Andrew Marr 
interviewing Griffin for 
interviewing’s sake is a 
wake-up call to the 
debate we must have 
in tackling and 
beating the BNP in 
new arenas with bet- 
ter and more dynamic 
ways of confronting the 
growth in apathy towards 


organised and _politicised 
racism. 
Hopefully the recent discussions 
within the National Union of 


Journalists on dealing with the BNP 
will produce results. While there is an 
acceptance that the BNP needs to be 
reported, there is also a determination 
to alert NUJ members to the true facts 
about the BNP and where possible to 
oppose its racist and divisive agenda. 
As Griffin is appealing to his core 
audience so we must appeal to ours, 
which is the vast majority of people 
who totally oppose the BNP and would 
find his latest statement repugnant. 
The same YouGov poll that examined 
the BNP voter also found that the 
far-right party is the most despised of 
all parties. This is why the HOPE not 
hate campaign is producing 400,000 
“Sink the Boats” leaflets to alert people 
to Griffin's views. <a 


Home news 


By Simon Cressy 


THE BIBLE TEACHES people to 
“Turn the other cheek”. And with 
“Reverend” Robert West as the British 
National Party candidate in the 
Norwich North by election on 23 July, 
one might have expected the BNP to 
“put away the sword and love your 
neighbour as yourself”. 

But just as West’s religious credentials 
are a sham, no one could describe 
the BNP campaign in Norwich North 
as pious. 

Likewise West’s thugs. Three 
Norwich antifascists surprised West 
and his 15 disciples when they turned 
up at a BNP meeting point at the 
derelict Duke of Norfolk pub and 
approached West to ask who ordained 
him. Needless to say West, who is in fact 
a disciple of the Identity Church 
favoured by white supremacists and 
terrorists, was unwilling to explain. 
Identity’s base belief is that Jews and 
blacks are the spawn of the Devil. 

Instead West went off to pretend to 
look through some BNP “literature” — a 
shoddy leaflet claiming that Norwich 
City Council is housing blacks ahead of 
whites. If they knew anything about 
Norwich North they would know the 
constituency falls under Broadland 
District Council. 

While West dodged questions from 
his potential constituents, Steve Ames, 
the Norfolk BNP organiser and 
muscle-bound thug, decided to take 
matters further. Attacking one of the 
antifascists from behind, Ames grabbed 
him around the neck, wrenched his arm 
behind his back and forced him along 
the pavement. When someone pointed 
out he was committing a serious 
criminal offence Ames replied: “I can do 
what I fing well like”. 

Helping out in Norwich that day was 
the BNP’s Croydon organiser and 
convicted animal rights activist 
Charlotte Lewis. Lewis received a six- 
month prison sentence in 2001 for 
sending threatening letters to staff at 
the Huntington Life Sciences 
laboratory in Cambridgeshire. 

The letters began, “Dear Animal 
Abusing Scum” and contained threats 


leaning on car) 


such as, “If you don't quit HLS then 
your life will not be worth living. You 
will always have to be looking over your 
shoulder.” 

Another letter said, “This is a 
warning. Your life is in grave danger if 
you don't stop working at HLS. You will 
find yourself having a gun aimed at your 
stupid ugly head.” 

Lewis is currently under investigation 
by Croydon Council after she boasted 
about mounting a hate campaign 
against a family of immigrants living in 
the flat above her. 

Also lending support to West was 
Martin Roberts, the former Worcester 
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(top) Steve Ames gearing up to attack as Robert West looks on 
(right) One of Martin Roberts's genuine badges 

(below) Fake reverend Robert West with Charlotte Lewis 
(second from right), West Norfolk organiser Dave Fleming 
(arms folded) and fake badge maker Martin Roberts 
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Fakes and thugs 


BNP organiser who has 
recently moved to the 
Great Yarmouth area. 

Roberts manufactures 
poor quality enamel 
badges many of which 
he sells to the BNP’s 
Excalibur trading outlet. 
However as a sideline Roberts and his 
BNP activist wife Jenny produce far 
more sinister badges for the likes of the 
nazi groups Combat 18 and Blood and 
Honour and have even produced one 
badge with an SS insignia. 

His fake football badges, which he 
peddled on Ebay and through his online 
shop, attracted the attention of the 
Football Association and resulted in 
police raiding his house. 

Norwich North will be a much nicer 
place when the fake holy man and his 
group of poisonous followers scuttle 
back to the stones from under which 
they crawled out. ~a 


Investigation — 


delegation from the HOPE 

not hate campaign, the 

GMB and Thompsons Solicitors 
handed in a petition of over 90,000 
names to the European Parliament on 
the day that the British National Party 
MEPs Nick Griffin and: Andrew Brons 
took their seats. 

Addressing a group of British MEPs, 
HOPE not hate coordinator Nick 
Lowles said: “We are here to say loudly 
that the BNP do not represent us. 

“The BNP might have been elected 
but the vast majority of people totally 
despise their politics of hate. 

Over 90,000 people say loudly ‘not in 
my name” 

The petition was handed to 
Michael Cashman, a West Midlands 
MEP and outgoing Vice-Chair of the 
European Parliament's petition 
committee. Speaking on behalf of a 
number of other MEPs, Cashman said 
that he would expose the BNP’s 
extremist agenda. 

The handing over of the petition 
coincided with the release of a “not in 
my name” video. Combining 
hundreds of images of people 
holding up “not in my name” signs 
(drawn from the 7,000 signatories 
who sent in pictures), and with a song 


donated to the campaign by Snow 
Patrol, the video has already been 
watched by over 20,000 people. 
Over 5,000 new people joined the 
campaign as a result. 


Success 
The Not In My Name campaign has 
been a phenomenal success and the 
petition is just the start. We not only 
gave people an opportunity to 
express their anger at the election of 
BNP MEPs, but now have the basis to 
build a movement to prevent the BNP 
from making future electoral gains. 
Two thirds of those who signed the 
petition were totally new to our 
campaign and almost half had not 
taken any political action before. 
Over 4,200 people responded to a 
survey we sent out about the future 
direction of the campaign. Most said 
they wanted to stay involved and over 
1,300 expressed an interest in 
becoming a HOPE not hate organiser. 
In another move, Unite has adopted 
the Not in My Name campaign within 
the union. Branches and activists are 
being encouraged to use the 
campaign cards as a way of talking to 
members, explaining why the BNP is 
wrong and building activism. 
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The Organising Academy .- 


By Nick Lowles 


Arguably the most 
important task of the 
HOPE not hate campaign 
over the next few months 
is to build a network 
capable of mobilising the 
anti-BNP majority in 
future elections. Tens of 
thousands of people 
added their names to the 
Not In My Name (NIMN) 
campaign but they need 
to be organised and 
directed if they are going 
play an effective role in 
future elections. 

It sounds a 
straightforward task but 
it is not. Organisers do 
not emerge from 
nowhere and a network 
set up incorrectly could 
have severe and 
negative consequences. 
Central to building this 
network is to create a tier 
of organisers capable of 
running local groups 
across the country. 

Our key objective over 
the next few months is to 
establish an Organising 
Academy that can 
provide our activists with 
the confidence and tools 
to coordinate local 
campaigns themselves. 


Directing the movement 

The HOPE not hate campaign is 
massive. Over 122,000 people, that 
is one in every 400 UK adults, has 
carried out an action for the cam- 
paign, making it arguably the biggest 
and most effective political campaign 
around at the moment. However, 
many activists are new and 
inexperienced. 

The vast majority of our supporters 
have never done any anti-fascist work 
before. Indeed, a survey of 100 people 
who attended HOPE not hate events 
through our online campaign found 
one third had never been involved in 
any political activity before. 

It is also clear that we currently 
do not have the organisational 
infrastructure to deal with such a 
big movement. During the recent 
election campaign thousands of 
people contacted us to offer their 
help. In areas where we have existing 
networks it was fairly easy to fit the 
activists in. However in the bulk of the 
country, where no existing HOPE not 
hate group existed, it was difficult and 
time-consuming, where possible at all, 
for us to make use of these offers. 
We simply could not cope with 
such demand. 


The organiser 

An organiser is someone who can 
arrange and coordinate activities, 
mobilise and inspire fellow activists, 
build local alliances and seize an 
opportunity to advance the campaign. 
For some people this comes naturally 
but for most they are skills that need to 
be learnt. 

And this is where the Organising 
Academy comes in. 

During the autumn the HOPE not 
hate campaign will be holding a series 
of one-day training events across the 
country. These will be practical, 
focused on the basic requirements to 
run an effective local group and based 
around the necessary objectives for 
the 2010 elections. 

Participants will learn how to 
organise and coordinate local act- 
ivities, identify and target key local 
council wards, involve local HOPE not 
hate supporters and use our online 
tools to host and publicise events. 

Between September and November 
we are organising 17 one-day training 
events across the country. In addition 
to the dozens of existing local anti- 
BNP organisers we have over 1,300 
people who have indicated an interest 
in becoming a local coordinator 


Name 
Email 
Group 


Address 


Postcode 


| would like to become a HOPE not hate coordinator 


| Return to: HOPE not hate, PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG 


through our email list. While many of these 
people will not go beyond registering an 
interest we anticipate several hundred 
passing through these training days. 
The outcome will be, we hope, that we 
have a pool of people capable and willing 
to run local groups. 

This, however, is just the start. In late 
November we will hold two weekend 
residential schools with the aim of turning 
keen local HOPE not hate coordinators 
into fully fledged organisers. We will 
provide these people with the organising 
and leadership skills to coordinate and 
direct their own campaigns, build 
alliances and coalitions within local 
communities, develop and motivate 
activism, raise funds and produce their 
own material. 

These three-day intensive courses will 
give a core group of activists the skills and 
confidence to run campaigns themselves, 
thus making a localised campaign more 
effective and reducing the pressure on our 
national organisation. The campaign 
will be based around the fundamental 
principles of bottom up community 
organising and focused on mobilising 
people through actions. 

Local coordinators who show an 
apparent ability and eagerness to take 
their anti-BNP campaign beyond a basic 
level will be invited to the residential 
training courses, with priority given to 
those people in our key battlegrounds. 

Through the two residentials — one in 
the north, the other in the south - we hope 
to train up to 30 people and in the process 
develop a national HOPE not hate network 
to provide help and mutual support. 

Organising is key to building a network 
to prevent the BNP from making further 
political breakthroughs. We can have as 
many activists as we want but without 
people to host and coordinate local 
activities, focus activists into key wards and 
build alliances within local communities 
then we are likely to fail. 

And the time to learn the skills to 
become an effective local organiser is now. 
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YOUR 
SHOUT. 


Last month Searchlight opened a discussion about the 
future direction of the anti-fascist movement in the 
wake of the BNP success in the European elections and 
invited our readers to add their thoughts. 

Here are two of the many replies we have had. 

We intend to produce a few more in next month’s 
Searchlight and others will appear on our website: 


www.hopenothate.org.uk. 


@ From the grass roots upwards. 
Nick is certainly right to emphasise the 
importance of local organisation and 
local newsletters. The BNP’s strength 
was creating the pretence that they 
were the true tribune of this or that 
neglected community. A good local 
newsletter has more impact than a 
generic glossy, whether HOPE not 
hate or Unite Against Fascism. 

And it is a tool to build the anti-fascist 
campaign locally. 


@ No appeasement. Nick is right to 
say it’s not just a protest vote — for the 
BNP or UK Independence Party — and 
raise the alarm about the degree of 
hard-core racism and hostility and fears 
about immigration. But what to do? 

It is vital that people do not make 
concessions, but rather patiently argue, 
challenge myths, prejudices and 
scapegoating, argue for solidarity. 
Within fice minutes of Andrew Brons 
getting elected, Andy Burnham, the 
Health Secretary, was saying, “we must 
listen to what the electorate are telling 
us about immigration’, i.e. attack 
migrants more. We must challenge the 
parties when they do this. 


@ Tacking to the left. Nick questions 
the vital need for a socialist alternative. 
The BNP and UKIP owe more to 
people not voting at all than voting for 
them. Why do they not vote? 

Because they have contempt for the 
political system and the alternatives 
on offer. We won't defeat fascism 
without building that alternative 

but this cannot be done by the anti- 
fascist movement. 


@ Break with the establishment. 
Anti-fascists should not be seen to be 
cosy with the politicians and parties 
whom people despise. We should 
concentrate on other allies and ally 
ourselves with campaigns for better 
services, civil rights, etc, which will 
often put us at loggerheads with 
these dignitaries. 


@ They Shall Not Pass! 1 do not think 
that the BNP will be going in for lots 
of rallies and marches. But if they do 
we must support the communities in 
resisting them. And if they have paper 
sales in my high street then I am 
certainly not going to put up with it. 
Opposition to these can bea useful 
focus for building the local groups too. 


No Platform. We have to hold the 
line against parties breaking bread 
with the fascists. We must demand of 
all those who claim to be anti-fascists 
to publicly state why it is that sharing a 
platform is not on. We can find plenty 
of arguments. It is a betrayal of those 
the fascists vilify and attack to be up 
there with them, like they were any 
other party. 


United and together. It is time to 
put aside sectarian squabbles in favour 
of serious debate and co-operation in 
action. The idea of one national anti- 
fascist organisation with a central 
command structure is undesirable and 
unworkable. But working together has 
to happen. UAF, Searchlight, 
independent anti-fascist networks must 
co-operate to defeat fascism. 


David Landau 


From HOPE not 


EVER SINCE THE BNP breakthrough 
with Richard Barnbrook’s election to 
the London Assembly in 2008 
Searchlight has been pioneering an 
approach to anti-fascist campaigning 
which breaks decisively with those 
tactics from the past no longer suited 
to the new conditions. 

Like many readers of a certain age 
my politics was framed by the Anti 
Nazi League (ANL), and Rock against 
Racism in particular. I’ve never been a 
member of the Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP), nor a supporter of Trotskyist 
politics, but in 1978 it was the SWP 
which in my opinion was spot on 
combining the pop ‘n’ politics mix of 
the carnivals with the street fighting 
politics needed to stop the National 
Front marching. Add to this the 
ruthless exposure of the Nazi roots of 
the NF’s leaders John Tyndall and 
Martin Webster and it all amounted to 
a brilliantly effective campaign. 

The NF never succeeded in winning 
even a single council seat, with of 
course much of their more peripheral 
support drawn to the Tories firstly 
after Margaret Thatcher's notorious 
“swamping” speech and then again in 
1982 with the gung-ho militarised 
patriotism of the Falklands War. 

Rock against Racism and the 
ANL were right for the late 1970s. 
There was a genuine battle of the 
streets with confrontational NF 
marches through mainly immigrant 
areas combined with the rise of punk 
which, while | loved its music, had a 
nihilistic side which could have 
easily taken a nasty racist turn if 
not engaged with on its own 
generational terms. 

But what worked in 1978 won't 
work today; all but those who treat 
their volumes of Marx, Lenin and 
Trotsky as a surrogate bible would 
realise this. Unfortunately those most 
central to the SWP’s leadership of 
Unite against Fascism (UAF) have 
replaced the dynamism of the ANL 
and RAR with a dogmatic assertion 
that tactics must never change. 
HOPE not hate seeks instead to adapt 


. to the new conditions. 


Firstly, three decades ago the NF 
didn’t have one councillor, the BNP 
now have more than 50; the NF failed 
to get elected to the old Greater 
London Council, the BNP have 


hate to pride not prejudice? 


succeeded in being elected to the 
new London Assembly; and now even 
this achievement has been trumped 
with two BNP MEPs. Yes BNP support 
is a minority in any community, even 
in those where they win elections, but 
they have developed a hardened 
support in communities that won't be 
shifted by set-piece rallies, marches 
and carnivals, which leave these 
communities untouched. 

Secondly, in the late 1970s 
whatever the political failings of 
Labour in office it still had an 
organisational presence in working- 
class communities which together 
with the trade unions provided some 
kind of base for working-class 
representation. It is the wholesale 
collapse of both that the BNP have 
ruthlessly exploited with their 
racialised response to the body 
politic’s disconnection from class 
politics. HOPE not hate’s commitment 
to contribute to a revival of 
community activism could prove to 
be a crucial reaction to the threat of 
the BNP deepening its roots in those 
communities where it has already 
acquired a base. 

There is however a problem with 
the message being promoted. What 
do we mean by “hope”? At elections, 
who do we mean when we ask those 
rejecting the BNP to vote “for hope”? 
Right now it's not at all obvious that 
any party inspires anything 
resembling hope in the electorate. 
Of course by “hope” we mean a 
rejection of the BNP’s hate-filled 
politics but the consequence of 
turning that into votes is no 
longer so obvious. 

Next year in all likelihood 
the general and local 
elections will precede 
England playing in the 
World Cup. Some anti- 
fascists, the UAF in e 
particular, actively reject the f 
St George Cross. They offer up 
a moralistic internationalism as 
their alternative to any variety of 
progressive patriotism. 

In England, as World Cup fever 8 
mounts, this refusal to contest the © 
meaning of patriotism isn’t just an 
error, it’s an enormous gift to what is 
now a resurgent BNP. 

If we are to counter the BNP we 


need to be both popular and ‘ 7 
effective, we need a core of values 
which appeal to the majority and 

activate that majority to margina 
the racist core. “Pride not prejudic 
in a World Cup year for me would ¢ 
precisely that, it directly challen 
the BNP's racialised nationalism 
symbol that so many will be wa 
and eating whilst celebrating the 
diversity of communities made up of 
so many of the nations that will be 
competing for World Cup hon 
alongside England in South Africe 
“Pride not prejudice” could be the 
message to push the BNP back to thi 
margins from where they came. 
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Mark Perryman is the 
co-founder of www.philosophy 
football.com and editor 
of Imagined Nation: 
England after Britain 


Obituary 


FLORIAN GARCIA VELASCO 1916 


line Fraser 


FLORIAN GARCIA was a lifelong anti- 
like kimr-lavemeo)palsalelalciem Dll alave maal= 
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the rank of captain. After the fall of 
the Republic in 1939, Garcia fled to 
a eclarece-lare Mimi nn) ols cxelacvem (o) mi AUVe) 
years in concentration camps. On his 
release he joined the Communist 
resistance and became a prominent 
guerrilla leader. 

After D-Day in 1944, the Spanish 
Communist Party raised a clandestine 
Mali tidteM laws) oY-llafm ae) ©)iave meme oles) 
General Franco's fascist dictatorship. 
From 1946 to 1952, Garcia 
commanded AGLA, the most active 
foTUlealirMe]xele] ome) eX=1e-1Uiare Mi ams) &-]1a8 

In 1952 the central committee of the 
Communist Party instructed its 
fife] altclesm Con (-r-\ ems) oy-] areca (se Mal hs 
fe] colel okolamr- Me] aU(=1/ lave mm poss al(e|alm@aatelcen) 
to the border, successfully avoiding all 
military patrols and without loss of life. 

Garcia was expelled from France 


REVIEWS 


Searchlight is pleased to recom- 
mend two excellent DVDs about 
the International Brigaders who 
escaped from Nazi Germany and 
those who came from Palestine 
before the founding of Israel. 


MADRID BEFORE HANITA 

When the Spanish Civil War erupted 
in 1936, over 300 Jews from Palestine 
left their homeland to fight fascism 
with the International Brigades. 
Many were communists who believed 


fascism was the main enemy of 


humanity in general and of Jews in 
particular. The volunteers had to 
contend with the disapproval of some 
of the Jewish community leadership- 
in-waiting, with the leadership of the 
Communist Party in Palestine who 
said their duty was to fight for 
socialism there, and finally with 
families who did not understand their 
urge to volunteer to fight in a war so 
far away from home. 

Film-maker Eran Torbiner skilfully 
interweaves interviews with the last 
of the volunteers with excerpts from 
Brigaders’ letters and diaries, to throw 
light on their decision to go to Spain. 


and settled in Prague, where he 
(Yolicero mem ol) |(ediame)amsy oy-(aMUlal ai mints 
1970s, marrying his partner, 
Remedios Montero, who had spent 
eight years in Franco's jails. 


The couple returned to Spain in 


1978, three years after Franco's death, 


where Garcia served as President of 
id pYoW AVG] MAWACcKelell-li (ela 
Garcia is survived by his wife. 


Jack Jones, Bob Doyle and Eddie Keher. Jones, the trade union leader, and Doyle, a icesreyare 
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The footage of .family members, 
still coming to terms with the loss of 
their loved ones so many years ago, is 
most moving. 


Madrid Before Hanita sheds light 
on the tragic fate of the Botwin 
Company, which was made up 
entirely of Jews, many of them from 
Palestine. A total of 7,000 Jewish 
volunteers served with the 
International Brigades. 

The DVD costs £412.00 and can be 
purchased from Meir Shabat, 8 
Bonthron House, Horne Way, 
London SW15 1HX. 


BRIGADISTAS 
Brigadistas was made during events 
in October 2006 to commemorate the 


70th anniversary of the formation of 


the International Brigades. A reunion 
of 36 veterans, their families and 
friends took place in Spain. It was 
organised by the Spanish Association 
of Friends of the International 
Brigades (AABJ). Film-maker Daniel 
Burkholz includes footage from all 
the venues visited during the reunion. 

A former miliciana, militiawoman, 
tells an admiring group of young 
Spaniards the tragic story of how she 
lost her hand. There are many such 
stories in the film. However, there are 
moments of light relief, in spite of the 
tragedy. An Austrian Brigader tells of 
storming into a recently deserted 
fascist post to find breakfast on the 
table and the coffee still warm. 

Brigader and Auschwitz survivor 
Kurt Julius Goldstein sings out The 
Peat Bog Soldiers powerfully and with 
fierce pride. Bob Doyle’s message that 
the struggle must go on is delivered in 
a frail whisper, but these heroes never 
allowed the infirmities of age to 
diminish the passion and conviction 
that inspired them to go to Spain. 
Their heroic and selfless example is a 
spur to action today. 

Both DVDs are subtitled in 
English. 


? 
% 


aE 
LL LL 


Lhfa 


ce 


Zee 
AE, 


PIS 
2m 


ZLZ2 
yy 


4 


A = 
Lif oor ee 


LL 


fs 
2222 


LIZZIE 
222 


ZZ 
LL 
ZZ 


a a 
ILL z 
FAO at 


Za 


The natives are 
getting restless 


By Matthew Collins 


“I WOULD MUCH PREFERED 
[sic] it, if our boys had all taken 
camera's [sic], split up and taken 
hundreds of images of men kissing and 
fondling each other in kinky gear that 
we could display all over the net.” 

Yes, the minuscule National Front, 
having failed to put a dent in this year’s 
London gay pride event, is advised by 
the BNP blogger who goes by the 
name of Green Arrow on other ways to 
stop the “promotion” of homosexuality. 
How bizarre. 

It’s not often we get excited about 
another droll copy of the BNP’s 
monthly hate sheet Voice of Freedom but 
the news last month that it would 
henceforth be edited by the hapless but 
immensely popular Mark Collett 
bought a sense of anticipation not felt 
since Deirdre in Corrie had to make a 
stark choice between solid, but woolly- 
jumpered Ken Barlow and the crafty 
Cockney, Mike Baldwin. 

The appointment could be the first 


step towards achieving the longstanding 
desire of some BNP members to wind 
the paper down. What better way than to 
hand the editorship to someone whose 
life and antics are akin to something one 
might read in a copy of Viz. Chances are, 
if it appears at all, it’ll have its masthead 
and centre pages missing. 

Former editor Martin Wingfield’s 
morose demeanour seems not to have 
improved much with age or change of 
scenery. “I am bitterly disappointed that 
my colleagues can act in such an 
unprofessional and inconsiderate 
manner,’ he wrote last month about 
those who run the BNP website. 

And no, it was not another money- 
making mysterious denial of service 
attack that was upsetting him. Shorn of 
his newspaper, Wingfield has become a 
little protective about his blogsite 
missives, from which, in the absence of 
anything else worth reading, the BNP 
website people have been lifting large 
chunks. “If I had been approached I 


would have said ‘No’,” he continued. He 
likes to write on his blog to “let my hair 
down,” Wingfield moaned. 

Wingfield had clearly forgotten 
about the internal campaigning guide 
the BNP put out before the elections, 
detailing the problems about BNP 
activists having no hair at all. Martin 
has obviously become the BNP’s 
woolly hat and not quite the “spin 
doctor” for Nick Griffin and Andrew 
Brons, the BNP MEPs who now 
employ him, that he thought he was. 
Still, describing Jim Dowson, the 
BNP’s dubious fundraiser, as a 
“magician” was proof that Wingfield 
has not lost all his diplomatic skills. 

Looking through our research 
archives recently I came across an article 
from the BNP website headed “Leftist 
Teacher NUTs Want Right To Bed 
Their Pupils”, in which the BNP’s 
youth officer. Mike Howson, 
fulminated against a call by the teaching 
union NAS-UWT (not the NUT) for 
teachers who have sex with pupils not to 
be treated as sex offenders. 

I thought immediately of the BNP 
brothers Adam and Mark Walker, both 
suspended teachers. I had a run in with 
the Walkers in the North East during 
the recent Daily Mirror bus tour when I 
felt compelled to describe them as 
Fagan-type characters who appeared to 
be in control of some obnoxious pre- 
teens with foul mouths. The Walkers 
were also behind a ridiculous leaflet that 
went out in Ferryhill describing a local 
football day, run by Show Racism 
The Red Card, as a likely “preparation 
for a mass influx of immigrants”. 
The accompanying pic was of ladies en 
masse wearing burkhas. Tasteful. 

Mark Walker is currently under 
investigation for allegedly downloading 
pornography on a school’s computer 
and questions have been asked over a 
relationship with a 17-year-old former 
pupil. Adam is suspended for accessing 
religiously intolerant material on the 
internet. Glass houses, etc, etc? 

If like me, you worry when you hear 
the expression about “natives getting 
restless”, you'll be pleased to let me put 
your minds at ease, once and for all. 
The BNP’s candidate for a Sutton 
Council by-election on 2 July, Peter 
North, has a good pedigree in calming 
excited “natives”. He told the Sutton 
Guardian that he had “slept in the same 
sleeping bag as a black native in the 
army”. Native of where, Croydon? 

And finally to Simon Darby, who 
blogged: “Without wishing to bore you 
senseless with details of my Sunday 
lunch ...” Goodnight. ~= 


International 


By Liz F ekete for the In 
of Relat n Relations 


AN EGYPTIAN WOMAN who wore 
the headscarf and was three months 
pregnant was brutally murdered in a 
Dresden courtroom on 1 July while 
testifying against a German man of 
Russian descent who had attacked her. 

Marwa al-Sherbini was stabbed 18 
times in 30 seconds in an attack that was 
clearly motivated by Islamophobia but it 
took the German government a week to 
condem the attack as racially motivated. 

Ms al-Sherbini, who was married to 
an Egyptian academic studying at the 
internationally renowned Max Planck 
Institute, was suing a man — formally 
identified only as Alexandre W - who 
had assaulted her after he had insulted 
and threatened her in a playground, 
calling her an “Islamist”, a “terrorist” 
and an “Islamist whore”. Ms. al- 
Sherbini courageously gave evidence 
against Alexandre W and a district 
court convicted him and fined him 
€780 (£670). 

Alexandre W’s behaviour towards 
Ms al-Sherbini during the course of that 
trial was so threatening and abusive that 
the prosecution deemed he had learnt 
nothing from the conviction and ordered 
a second prosecution that would probably 


have resulted in a prison sentence. 

At the second trial, as Ms al-Sherbini 
was finishing giving evidence, 
Alexandre W leapt up and in a frenzied 
attack knifed her. Ms al-Sherbini’s 
three-year-old son witnessed _ his 
mother’s horrific murder. In the bedlam 
that followed, several people were 
injured, including Ms _ al-Sherbini’s 
husband, who was shot by a security 
guard and seriously wounded. He is 
now in a stable condition. 

The German media have generally 
been in a state of denial, reporting it as a 
neighbourhood dispute. Amid wide- 
spread anger in Egypt, the press officer 
at the German embassy in Cairo at first 
declared the murder an isolated case 
and a “criminal act”, saying, “It has 
nothing to do with the persecution 
of Muslims”. 

Jewish and Muslim communities 
in Germany, however, have united in 
their condemnation of the murder and 
against Islamophobia. Stephan Kramer, 
Secretary-General of the German Jewish 
Council, has been one of only a handful of 
non-Muslim voices in Germany willing 
to describe the murder as motivated by 
Islamophobia. Kramer gave his solidarity 


to the Muslim community and, together 
with Aiman Mazyek, Secretary-General 
of the Central Council of Muslims, visited 
Ms al-Sherbini’s husband, Elwi Ali Okaz, 
in hospital. 

“We want to send a signal against 
Islamophobia,” said Kramer, condem- 
ning the “meagre” reaction of the 
authorities to the murder as “absurd”. 
He added, “All those people who have 
in the past belittled our concern about a 
phobia against Islam in Germany are 
seeing after this awful act how wrong 
they were,” and pointed out that, 
“German neo-nazis have been inciting 
a climate of xenophobia in Germany 
for years”. 

Muslim and Jewish leaders will now 
meet with the Prime Minister of 
Saxony, of which Dresden is the capital, 
and the Intercultural Council has called 
for a public demonstration of solidarity 
with the victims family. Saxony is 
where the nazi National Democratic 
Party is strongest. The party trebled its 
tally of council seats to 72 in elections 
in June. In February, 8,000 nazis 
marched through Dresden in the 
biggest extreme-right demonstration in 
Germany for years. ~= 
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Behind blue eyes: a culture of belittlement 


Our Austrian correspondent Martin Jordan takes Austria’s temperature 


ON 9 MAY, a group of French 
survivors of the former Nazi concen- 
tration camp at Ebensee in Upper 
Austria were visiting the site to 
commemorate the 64th anniversary of 
the camp’s liberation and to pay their 
respects to those who were murdered 
and died there, when they were 
subjected to insults and assaults by a 
group of teenage boys. 

Dressed in black and wearing ski 
masks, the boys, aged 14 to 17, marched 
into the event shouting “Sieg Heil”, 
giving Nazi salutes and firing air rifles. 
One survivor was injured on the cheek 
by a pellet and another hit in the 
forehead. After their arrest the gang 
members tried to excuse their behaviour 
as a “youthful escapade”. 

Following media reports of the 
incident, it was revealed that, on a recent 
school visit to the Auschwitz death 
camp, Austrian pupils had joked in the 
gas chambers in the presence of 
Holocaust survivors. According to the 
organisers, one boy had declared that 
“Jews should just be gassed”. 

These incidents prompted some ritual 
soul-searching but in Austria discus- 
sions about the Holocaust, or the 
country’s involvement in the Second 
World War, usually end quickly with 
statements such as: “Oh, come on, 
give it a rest, that was 70 years ago.” 
Right-wing extremists do not need to 
deny or downplay the Holocaust: they 
can go with the flow and fashion their 
ideology around the motto: “Forget 
what was in the past, focus on our 
people’s future”. 

Their problem, however, is that the 
past is their constant companion. The 
election of Martin Graf, a member of 
the extreme-right Freedom Party (FPO) 
and lifelong member of one of the 
most extreme-right student fraternities, 
Olympia, to the symbolic post of third 
president of the Austrian Parliament 
in October 2008 has guaranteed that. 
Once elected, Graf wasted no time in 
pushing his antisemitic agenda, brand- 
ing the president of the Jewish Cultural 


Community, Ariel Muzicant, as 
“the mentor of anti-fascist  left- 
wing terrorism”. 

In April, Graf organised a 


parliamentary book launch for Andreas 


Heinz-Christian Strache, leader of the Freedom Party, addresses German extremists 


Molzer, the notorious Freedom Party 
MEP and associate of the British 
National Party leader Nick Griffin. 
One of the guests was Walter Marinovic, 
a retired teacher and known far-right 
ideologue, who gave a lecture titled 
“Arminius liberated Germania from the 
Romans in AD 9 — from whom do we 
liberate ourselves 2,000 years later?” 

Graf’s key assistants are right-wing 
extremists. His office manager, Walter 
Asperl, an Olympia member, was the 
contact in 2006 for a Hitler Youth-style 
summer camp. His former IT manager 
Sebastian Ploner, another Olympia 
member, was the camp's co-organiser. 
Ploner and his colleague, Marcus Vetter, 
resigned from Graf’s staff after it 
emerged that they had ordered right- 
wing extremist books and clothes from 
the German nazi online shop Aufruhr. 

Austria still has not managed publicly 
to confront its past, and antisemitic, 
xenophobic and racist incidents are 
routinely belittled. For example, the 
FPO’s leader Heinz-Christian Strache 
dismissed the Ebensee events as 
the youthful excesses of “scallywags”. 
Most critical assessment of the past was 
blocked until the early 1990s with the 
official claim that “Austria was the first 
victim of Nazi Germany”. 

In this blindfolded environment and 
the slipstream of electoral gains by the 
two big far-right parties, the FPO and 
the Alliance for the Future of Austria 
(BZO), more extreme groups are 
scenting new opportunities. 

One is the nazi National People’s 
Party (NVP), which was founded by 


several extreme-right groups in 2007 
and immediately adopted parts of the 
German Nazi SS study programme. 
In September 2009, the NVP will stand 
in a regional parliamentary election for 
the first time. Although the party’s 
actions are often “trimmed” under the 
constitutional law banning any revival 
of Nazism, its members do not miss 
a chance to spread their sick racist 
propaganda. 

It will need more than lip service and 
empty rhetoric from mainstream 
politicians to halt this trend. The strong 
xenophobia and nationalism that run 
through Austrian society are not simply 
reactions to the results of globalisation, 
as populist propaganda from right-wing 
parties makes out, but have much 
deeper roots. It is economic crisis, 
Pied Piper-style populist propaganda 
and protest votes that produce 
the support needed for the far right to 
gain influence. 

Although Austria is not full of 
fascists, it is trapped by its refusal to 
condemn the decisions of past 
generations. Only extensive educa- 
tional work with young people can 
address this. 

A survey conducted by the Austrian 
Institute for Social Research and 
Analysis during the last general election 
among first-time voters aged 16 to 18 
shows the way education is currently 
oriented. Asked whether they believed 
that: “There should be a strong leader, 
who doesn't need to care about 


Parliament or elections,” only one third 
completely disagreed. ~= 


in n 


Jean-Yves Camus reports from Paris 


A NATIONAL FRONT (EN) 
candidate failed to win the second 
round of a mayoral election on 5 July in 
a former mining town in northern 
France, despite leading by nearly 20% in 
the first round the previous week. 

Steeve Briois’s failure was a blow to 
Marine Le Pen, daughter of the FN’s 
veteran leader Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
who spearheaded the campaign in 
Hénin-Beaumont. 

Voter turnout increased to 62.4% in 
the second round and the “Republican 
front” strategy of keeping out the 
EN by uniting, including with President 
Sarkozy’s UMP, was _ successful. 
Nevertheless, it was a close race, which 
the independent left candidate Daniel 
Duquenne won with 52.4% to Brois’s 
47.6%, representing a narrow margin of 
only 500 votes. 

Briois had headed the first round 
poll with 39.3% of the vote against 
Duquenne’s 20.2%, the Socialist 
Party's 17% and the UMP’s 4%. 
The first-round campaign against the 
FN was not helped by the presence of 
five competing left-wing candidates. 
However 60% had voted against the 
FN so it was likely that a united front 
against the far right would help the 
town avoid the dubious honour of 


AMidsummer 
Night’s murder 


Taz reports from Paris for 
Reflex and Antifa-Net 


Laurent Leclercq (left) 


being the only one in France run by the 
nationalist, xenophobic party. 

National and local leaders of all parties 
agreed that Duquenne should be the 
only democratic candidate in the second 
round. Others withdrew and asked their 
supporters to vote against the FN. 

Hénin-Beaumont should have been 
ideal territory for an FN breakthrough. 
The town of 27,000 people in the 
northern coalfield region of France has 
been run by the Socialist Party without 


THE RENEWAL OF factional violence 
on the French extreme right no 
longer affects only the grassroots. 
Officers are also getting in on the act, 
as shown by events at a Midsummer 
celebration organised by the Ile-de- 
France branch of the fascist Terre et 
Peuple group in La Sarthe on 20 June. 

During the evening, a row flared 
up between the organiser, Laurent 
Leclercq, a former activist in the 
Bloc Identitaire (Bl), and some of 
the younger participants. In the 
ensuing punch-up, Leclercq was 
pushed to the ground and beaten 
black and blue. Humiliated, he 
grabbed a hunting knife and chased 
his attackers, stabbing one of them 
to death. 


interruption since 1946. The coal 
industry is long gone and most other 
industrial plants have closed, resulting 
in 20% of the working population 
being unemployed. The city’s former 
mayor was jailed two months ago on 
multiple charges of corruption and 
misuse of public funds and the town is 
almost bankrupt. Local taxes rose by 
85% this year. 

Since the 1990s, the area has given 
significant support to the far right and 
Marine Le Pen has worked hard to 
build an electoral stronghold for herself 
there. Le Pen and Briois ran a campaign 
focusing on corruption and the region’s 
failing economy, voicing the immediate 
concerns of working-class people who 
feel betrayed by the Socialists having 
lost confidence in the once strong 
Communist Party a long time ago. 

Their defeat should not hamper Le 
Pen’s ability to succeed her father as 
chairman of the FN in 2010. The high 
FN vote validates her strategy of 
focusing the party’s efforts on the areas 
of northern and eastern France that have 
been hardest hit by economic recession 
in the hope that the working class and 
lower middle class will lose confidence 
in Sarkozy's government before next 
year’s regional elections. ~= 


European Hammerfest flops 


Wim Haelsterman reports from Brussels for AFF-Verzet/RésistanceS 


EFFECTIVE ACTION by Belgian 
anti-fascists put the nazi so- 
called Hammerskin Nation on the run 
on 20 June. 

The Hammerskins had planned 
a nazi rock festival at a secret location 
in “southern Belgium” (Wallonia) but 
were forced to change the venue 
after protests from both the French- 
speaking and the Flemish branch of the 
Belgian anti-fascist movement grabbed 
media headlines. 

Hammerskin Nation moved the 
“European Hammerfest 2009” to 
Northern France, to the surprise of the 
local authorities there who were unable 
to react in time. 

The switch and a wrong mobile phone 
number caused a lot of confusion among 
the nazis and resulted in an extremely 
low attendance. Most were left clueless 
about the venue and drove around the 
region in a high state of frustration. 

Playing for a handful of nazi 
skinheads in an oversized venue in the 
middle of nowhere were the German 
bands Rotte Charlotte, Gigi, Carpe 
Diem and U-band; Before the War 
from Slovakia; and H8 Machine and 
Bully Boys from the USA. 

The event became an organisational 
nightmare with the headline band 


Information about the 
incident circulated quickly in 
nationalist circles because 
Leclercq, though not a key 
figure, was a well known far- 
right activist in Dreux. His 
profile is a classical one on 
the far right. Active in the 
National Front (FN) until 
the December 1998 split, 
he then enlisted in Bruno 
Mégret's Mouvement Nation- 
aliste Républicain (MNR) 
breakaway. When the MNR 
declined, he and four other 
activists in Dreux left and 
transformed their group into 
an independent outfit called 
“Dreux-ldentitaire”. 


HSN PROUDLY PRESENTS 


IN SOUTHERN BELGIUM 


+ SPECIAL GUEST!!! 
MORE INFOS WILL FOLLO! 
CONTACT: Ss 
EXCLUSIVELY CREW38 VENDORS! 
NO WEAPONS, NO DRUGS, NO BULLSHIT, NO C18I!! 


playing at 3am for a very small gaggle of 
drunks, as a Flemish bonehead 
complained on an internet forum the 
next day. 

French nazis from Crew 38 took care 
of the organisation with the help of a 
few Flemish and German friends. 
Interestingly, the publicity leaflet stated 
that members of Combat 18 (Blood and 
Honour Flanders) were barred. 

Joélle Milquet, leader of the French- 
speaking Christian | Democrats, 
declared that she would take action to 


By the beginning of 2007, Leclercq 
had joined the BI and participated in 
its conference in Beaune in 
November that year. By 2008, he was 
taking part in the BI’s_ public 
meetings, an activity supported by 
Fabrice Robert, the Bl's_ leader, 
who later brought him into the 
BI’s campaign for the municipal 
elections. Leclercq's press conference 
and leafleting of markets in Dreux did 
not avail him much. In the ballot, he 
collected a derisory 355 votes, a 
result that he blamed on the tactics 
of the FN. 

At the same time as running 
around for the BI, Leclercq was also 
busy helping to set up the New 
Popular Right (NDP), launched by 


make it impossible for nazis to organise 
in Belgium. 

A few days earlier, in Charleroi, 
Olivier Delcourt, a local councillor for 
the extremist National Front, was fined 
€1,100 (£950) fine for making a Hitler 
salute at the first meeting of the new city 
council in December 2006. He will now 
lose his civil and political rights for five 
years which means he cannot remain on 
the council or stand for election. 

Delcourt made a very nervous and 
highly confused impression at the 
meeting and when being sworn he put 
on a black glove and made the Hitler 
salute. A local TV station captured the 
incident which became national news. 
Afterwards Delcourt had to be 
protected from his furious colleagues 
and outraged onlookers. 

On 15 June, Delcourt’s lawyer argued 
that the local court was not competent 
to judge a “political crime” thus 
admitting his client’s nazi sympathies. 
This is the second conviction for a 
public Hitler salute in Belgium in the 
past year and Delcourt is not the first 
FN councillor to be convicted for this 
offence. After the incident the 
leadership of the FN threw him out of 
the party. Other Hitler adepts were 
allowed to stay. ~< 


Roland Hélie and Robert Spieler in 
June 2008 from the platform of the 
magazine Synthése Nationale. 
Leclercq’s switch of loyalties to the 
NDP was confirmed by his presence 
in June 2009 at a meeting of the 
group's national council in Paris. 

It is no secret that relations 
between the BI and NDP are bad, 
the BI viewing the NDP as a bunch 
of nostalgists and “losers”. 
Despite their hostile relations, 
Leclercq’s murderous assault has 
brought about a bizarre unity betwe- 
en. the warring factions: neither 
wants to be linked with the murder 
and both have erased any reference 
to his relationship and involvement 
with them from their websites. 


Romanian and 


Russian fascists ally against 
Ukraine and Moldova 


From Natasha Pankowska for Antifa-Net in Chisinau 


THE RUSSIAN FASCIST Eurasian 
Youth Union (ESM) and the Romanian 
fascist New Right group (Noua 
Dreapta) have made a pact to cooperate 
in defence of the Orthodox faith. 
They will also “organise joint 
actions to defend the rights of the 
Russian and Romanian populations 
in Ukraine” and “support national 
movements that are now repressed by 
the Ukrainian authorities”. 

They justify their agreement on the 
grounds that “the existence of Ukraine 
is not fair to the interests of Russian and 
Romanian people”, but the reality is 
that it will further destabilise Ukraine’s 
fragile political situation. Moldova, 
and its separatist Trans-Dniester 
region, is also a priority target for the 
bloc’s future activities. 

The ESM is the youth wing of the 
Eurasian Movement, headed by the 
Russian philosopher and _ political 
scientist Alexander Dugin, who recently 
became a director of the Centre for 
Conservative Studies at Moscow State 
University’s Department of Sociology. 
He is said to be close to some 


fascist dictator 


From Natasha Pankowska for Antifa- 


Net in Chisinau 


THE MOLDOVAN JEWISH COMMUNITY has protested at the 
publication of articles justifying the crimes of lon Antonescu, 
Romania's wartime fascist dictator. On 27 June, Shabs Roif, 
president of the Association of Former Ghetto and 
Concentration Camp Prisoners, told Moldovan television that 
“lon Antonescu's policies were directed against the Jews of 


Bessarabia’. 


Roif's singled out an article that appeared in Capitala, the 
official newspaper of Chisinau city council, on 24 June and 
presented Antonescu, a convicted war criminal, in a 
favourable light and positively emphasised his wartime policy 
of unifying Romania and Moldova. Bessarabia is now mostly in 
Moldova but was part of “Greater Romania’ from 1918 to 1940. 


OVA Jewish community 
protests at rehabilitation of 


individuals in the Russian ruling elite. 

The Eurasian Movement’s ideology 
originates in the early 20th century. It is 
based on Russian nationalism and 
imperialism and calls for the formation 
of a new Eurasian empire centred on 
Russia. The Movement’s leading body 
includes diplomats, journalists and 
politicians from Russia and _ other 
eastern European countries, including 
the leader of the pro-Russian 
Progressive Socialist Party of Ukraine, 
Natalia Vitrenko. The Movement has a 
representative in Moldova, who is based 
in Trans-Dniester, a mainly Russian- 
speaking strip of land on the Moldovan 
border with Ukraine, which is a meeting 
point for Russian and Ukrainian 
nationalist extremists. 

The ESM, which also has branches in 
many eastern European countries, 
including Moldova and Trans-Dniester, 
is banned in Ukraine because of its 
extremely violent nature. 

In Moldova and Trans-Dniester, 
representatives of the Eurasian 
Movement and the ESM are part of the 


hardline opposition. to Communist 


Capitala, which is publicly funded, 
Chisinau’s mayor Dorin Chirtoaca, who is the vice-president of 
the right-wing Liberal Party. The Jewish News Agency has 


President Vladimir Voronin and the 
current Moldovan government, whom 
they criticise for not being pro-Russian. 

The Romanian New Right group, 
which has a branch in Moldova, has 
recently become quite active and played 
a visible role in violent anti-government 
protests in April in Chisinau, the capital 
of Moldova. It also organised a chain 
of protests throughout Romania at 
the same time, mainly by young people, 
to oppose “communist totalitarian dict- 
atorship” in Moldova and to unite the 
two countries. 

New Right’s own ideology has its 
roots in  Corneliu © Codreanu’s 
antisemitic Iron Guard of the 1930s. 
Its) main) aim) is) to’ restore’ ‘the 
“Greater Romania’ of the interwar 
period which included the Ukrainian 
part of Bukovina and Moldova. 

These fascists are notorious for their 


is controlled by 


alleged that he has links with the Moldovan branch of the 
Romanian fascist New Right organisation and has taken part 


in its events. 


Roif said that his organisation “will now appeal to European 


institutions with the protest against the repeated heroisation 
of wartime dictator Antonescu” in the media and by some 


ethnic ties. 


politicians. Other members of the Jewish community have 
enthusiastic-ally supported Roif’s statement, in which he also 
reminded the media that “eyewitnesses who remember the 
atrocities committed by Romanian fascists on the orders of 
Antonescu are still alive’ 

According to the 
Holocaust in Romania, between 280,000 and 380,000 Jews 
were murdered or died as a result of the policies of the pro- 
Nazi Romanian army during the Second World War. 

The attempt to treat Antonescu as a hero is now being 
actively used as a tool to promote the idea of a new 
unification of Moldova and Romania on the basis of close 


International Com-mission on the 


militant nationalism and __ their 
opposition to Roma _ people, the 
Hungarian minority, gays, communists, 
the European Union and religions other 
than Orthodox Christianity. 

Internationally, New Right is part of 
the European National Front, an 
umbrella group of fascist and nazi 
organisations that includes the Falange 
in Spain, the National Democratic 
Party in Germany, New Force in Italy 
and National Rebirth of Poland. The 
ENF’s gathering in Germany in 2007 
was attended by Chris Beverley of the 
British National Party. 

New Right also cultivates links with 
mainstream right-wing __ politicians, 
including Dorin Chirtoaca, the mayor 
of Chisinau and vice-chairman of the 
Liberal party of Moldova, who is known 
for his hardline pro-Romanian and pro- 
unification views. A frequent visitor to 
Romania, Chirtoaca has participated in 
New Right events. 

Significantly, New Right has also 
built links with sections of the 
mainstream media in Moldova, 
including the Vocea Basarabiei radio 
station and newspapers such as Timpul 
and Ziarul de Garda. These papers have 
also become an unofficial political 
platform for Moldova’s Liberal and 
Liberal-Democratic parties and are 
notorious for Holocaust revisionism 
and the iconisation of Ion Antonescu, 
Romania's pro-Nazi wartime dictator. 
In Moldova, they pose as democratic 
and pro-European media supported by 
such respected organisations as the 
Centre for Independent Journalism. 

New Right’s Moldovan leader Sergiu 
Bacalov is employed in the History 
Department of the Moldovan Academy 
of Sciences and writes extensively on 
the “history of the Romanians”. 

What seems marginal in western 
Europe has become mainstream in post- 
Soviet countries such as Moldova. 
The issue of re-division of territories is at 
the top of the agenda of post-Soviet 
regional politics today as Russia tries to 
maintain its influence in the former Soviet 
countries. Conflicts between Romania and 
Ukraine have become widely discussed in 
the media and by politicians. Similarly, the 
violent events that followed the Moldovan 
general election in April can be analysed in 
this context. 

One of the key roles in these political- 
territorial conflicts is being played by 
previously marginal fascist groups that 
are gaining growing popularity in the 
region, have increasing access to the 
media and hide their disruptive agenda 
behind slogans about “democracy”, 
“human rights” and “free speech”. —< 
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Nazi march fiasco 


AN ATTEMPT BY the nazi Dutch People’s Union (NVU) to profit from the 
economic crisis by demonstrating against “casino capitalism’ attracted 
the lowest turnout of fascists for many years. 

The mayor of Den Bosch, Tom Rombouts, had banned the march, but the 
NVU went to court to overturn the decision. Since 2001 courts have 
consistently ruled in favour of the freedom to demonstrate except where 
there is a danger to health or a risk of disorder or traffic chaos. 

In the event only 60 nazis traipsed along to the demonstration on 23 May 
and were harassed and jeered along their whole route by angry citizens. 
Surrounded by riot police, the nazis marched quickly and mostly silently 
before being escorted to the local railway station. Forty-four bystanders were 
arrested for shouting or blowing whistles. 

It was not a good day for the nazis. One of their flags was stolen, their 
speeches were not heard and, as usual, their leader Constant Kusters blamed 
everybody but himself for the fiasco. 

Meanwhile, a project aimed at preventing the far right from influencing 
young people has drawn to a close in Winschoten, in the north of the 
Netherlands. Winschoten is the educational, commercial and social centre of 
several villages. The local economy is weak and people tend to migrate to the 
big cities in the west of the Netherlands in search of work. 

Despite the area's relative deprivation, organised far-right extremists were, 
by and large, absent until 2001, when the second generation of “Gabbers” - 
followers of hardcore techno music - emerged. Then problems around 
asylum seekers’ centres grew and from 2003 numerous gangs of right-wing 
youths caused racist violence. 

In Winschoten, a group was recruited by older and more experienced 
people from the nazi Blood and Honour (B&H) network who gave them a 
meeting place and had the money and resources to organise parties and 
concerts for them. 

By 2007, the situation was getting out of control with a hard core of active 
B&H nazis, young recruits and potential recruits. A project launched to 
address the deteriorating situation focused on potential recruits and the local 
authority, police, schools, the labour movement and youth workers teamed 
up to work with 22 “endangered” youngsters. 

The project's aim was to steer the young people away from the nazi scene by 
helping them with jobs, housing, education, and drugs and alcohol problems. 
As a result, 15 of them were “deradicalised” and the hardcore B&H cell was so 
badly hit by the publicity around the project that it was forced to retreat. 

Despite the measure of success, problems with racist youngsters in 
Winschoten are far from over as shown by two demonstrations by young 
racists against a housing project for asylum seekers in May and June. ~~ 
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Riot police protect Dutch People’s Union march in Den Bosch, 23 May 2009 


International 


‘ALY Those who forget the past are 
condemned to repeat it 


By Alfio Bernabei 


GOVERNMENT APPROVAL OF 
anti-immigrant measures reminiscent 
of Mussolini’s racial laws of 1938 and 
the launch in Milan of fascist vigilantes 
sporting uniforms with the “Roman 
eagle” and black armbands show how 
easily nazi and fascist ideas can reclaim 
legitimisation when the memory of the 
past is not kept alive and entire episodes 
of history are kept hidden from the 
general public. 

The Italian concentration camps are 
an example of this. A veil of secrecy has 
kept millions of Italians unaware that 
such camps ever existed. Schoolchildren 
and even university students have 
largely never heard of them. There is 
hardly any trace in history books. 

When in 2003 Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi said that Mussolini’s regime 
“never killed anyone” and that he used 
to send people “on vacation in internal 
exile”, the “joke” was brushed away 
or considered acceptable by many. 
The centre-left opposition could have 
brandished historical evidence and 
forced him to recant and apologise, not 
one, but perhaps two hundred times? 
It never did. There is a desperate need 
to revisit what really went on. 

Before 1940, Italian antifascists were 
sent either to prison, like Antonio 
Gramsci, the communist intellectual, 
or to “confino”, a form of house arrest, 
like Carlo Levi, the author of Christ 
Stopped at Eboli. If islands were often 


chosen for this purpose, it was not 
to give the prisoners a vacation, as 
Berlusconi would have it, but because it 
was more difficult to escape. 

The concentration camps, about 
40 to begin with, were introduced 
under a directive dated 1 June 1940, 
ten days before Mussolini declared 
war on France and Britain. They 
quickly mushroomed throughout the 
country and in occupied overseas 
territories such as Libya and 
Albania. Nearly 70 years on, a list 
puts their number at 123, but 
according to Fabio Galluccio, 
author of a recent book titled 
The Italian lager, it is more likely 
to have been 200. 

Many of these camps were 
dismantled after the fall of 
Mussolini and the arrival of the 
Allied Forces in 1943 but others 
were set up in areas ceded to the 
Germans by the dictator’s newly 
formed Salé Republic in northern 
Italy. Some served as prisons for 
antifascists and “persons of all races 
likely to endanger public order”, others 
as transit camps for Jews to be sent to 
Germany, others still held POWs. 

The failure properly to investigate 
these camps or prosecute those who 
were running them makes it difficult to 
establish the precise number of people 
who were interned and those who 
died in them. Some camps, such as 


Wilders runs amokin Copenhagen 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Amsterdam 


AFTER SEVERAL POSTPONEMENTS by 
the Danish government of a planned 
conference on freedom of speech, 
the Danish branch of the Free Press 
Society (FPS) invited Geert Wilders, 
the leader of the Dutch Freedom 
Party (PVV), to Copenhagen to stage 
his own conference on “Free Speech 
and Islam” on 14 June. 

The FPS ostensibly stands for 
freedom of speech, but its main 


concern is opposition to Islam. 
The Danish branch claims it has 
750 financial sponsors but tries to 
generate extra income by selling 
copies of Kurt Westergaard’s 
infamous Muhammad cartoon at 
€188 (£160). 


Wilders attacked Europe's social 


democrats, saying, “It is the 
socialists who are responsible 
for mass immigration, Islamisation 


and the general decay of our 
cities and societies. It is the 
socialists who are responsible for 
the fact that cities such as 
Rotterdam, Marseille and Malm6 
seem to be situated in ‘Eurabia’ 
rather than in Europe.’ Wilders uses 
the term “Eurabia” because he 
believes migration and demogra- 
phy are part of an Islamic doctrine 
aimed at conquering Europe. 


Manfredonia in southern Italy, are said 
to have been relatively mild (if one 
believes the reports from the Catholic 
Nuntio in nearby Naples, which is not 
the best source given the Church's 
complicity with fascism). In others, such 
as Risiera di San Sabba and Rab, some 
prisoners were killed or starved to death. 
In Manfredonia, the “homely” 
example, the camp was located in an 
abattoir. Viviano lIazzetti, a local 
researcher, says, “because the building 
was brand new much work had to be 
done to the sewage system and to the 
internal and external structures, with a 
ring fence added as it was close to the 
main road”. Like all abattoirs it had a 
crematorium “but it was never used”. 
Records show that on 1 July 1940, 
41 German Jews, probably living 
in Italy at the time, were sent 
there. They mixed with Italian 
Communists and Socialists until 
a contingent arrived from Istria 
and Rijeka in Croatia. The camp 
was closed in 1943 and returned 
to its original use as an abattoir. 
The camp of Risiera di San 
Sabba, located in a rice factory 
near Trieste, is a wholly different 
story. It was used by the Germans at 
a time when Mussolini’s fascists and 
the Nazis were cooperating in a 
wave of arrests. It served mostly as a 
transit camp for about 25,000 prisoners. 
Many were sent to Germany, never to 
return. It had its own crematorium 
where it is estimated 3,000 to 5,000 
bodies were burned. The cause of death 
was attributed to execution or ill health. 
The atrocities in the Rab camp 
(in Croatia) were committed entirely 
by Italian fascists. Mussolini’s army 
entered Yugoslavia in spring 1941 after 
an attack by the German Wehrmacht. 
The following year local partisans 


Wilders’s speech was punctuated 
by cheering and ended with several 
standing ovations after he used a 
welter of statistics and quotations to 
“prove” that “many of the Muslims in 
Europe” want to introduce Sharia. 
He described Israel, “the canary in the 
coal mine’, as the Western frontline in 
the battle against the Islamic world. 
“The jihad against Israel is a jihad 
against us all,” he roared. 

Wilders wants European countries to 
amend their constitutions to state that, 
“The European cultural foundation is 
Judeo-Christian and humanistic in 
nature’, to stop mass immigration from 


(above) Risiera di San Sabba camp 
(left) uniformed fascist vigilante 


confronted the Italians. General Mario 
Roatta ordered the destruction of 
entire villages and the mass arrests 
of the inhabitants, including women 
and children, as well as “students, 
intellectuals, teachers, unemployed and 
family members of partisans”. It is 
estimated that over 10,000 people were 
held there. Nearly 1,500 died, of whom 
more than 100 were children under the 
age of 10. It was death by cold, ill 
health and starvation. “A person who 
gets sick is a person who keeps quiet,” 
wrote General Gastone Gambara, a 
local commander. 

Survivors are still striving to make 
the story known. A few years ago they 
told the New York Times, “In Italy there 
is general amnesia about this camp as 
well as those in Treviso, Gonars, Padova 
and Renicci”. 

Anton Vratusa, a former prisoner who 
went on to be Yugoslavia’s ambassador 
at the United Nations, remarked 
bitterly, “the present-day generation 
in Italy doesnt know or knows 
very little about the real role of 
Italy during the Second World War”. 


Vratusa remembers the camp as a 


Muslim countries and promote 
voluntary repatriation, and to expel 
criminal foreigners and criminals with 
dual nationality. He also wants to 
shut down Islamic schools, “because 
they are fascist institutions’, close 
radical mosques and ban the con- 
struction of new ones. 

In reply to a question, Wilders 
said that the whole of any family 
arranging a forced marriage should 
be deported, as well as families who 
carry out “honour killings” or female 
circumcision. 

Wilders is regularly wilder in his 
statements outside the Netherlands 


collection of more than a thousand 
open-air tents arrayed across a valley 
and surrounded by razor wire and guard 
towers. There was no organised medical 
care, limited water and very little food. 
Vratusa and one former internee, 
Metodc Milac, both Slovenes, believe 
the Italians intended to kill everyone in 
the camp by starving them to death. 

After the war Roatta was protected 
by the Vatican, then fled to Spain. 
A trial over his involvement in the 
assassination of two leading antifascists, 
the Rosselli brothers, came to nothing. 
A kind of general amnesty enabled war 
criminals like him to escape the 
equivalent of the Nuremberg trials. 
Some found their way back into 
politics and administration. Stacks of 
documents about fascist atrocities were 
buried inside the so-called “cupboard of 
shame” and have conveniently come 
to light only recently when many 
culprits and witnesses have disappeared. 
The heirs of the re-formed fascist party, 
Movimento Sociale Italiano (MSI), are 
today in Italy's main party and in 
Berlusconi’s government. 

It is little wonder if, in the current 
climate of historical revisionism that 
presents fascism to a new generation as 
a benign force, the racist MSI feel free 
to set up vigilantes modelled on 
Mussolini’s squads. And there is a new 
twist. During a recent visit to London 
the former prosecutor Luigi De 
Magistris, now an MEP, gave a stark 
warning: the Mafia is very pleased 
indeed about the government decision 
to delegate public order to such 
vigilantes; the Mafia will work hand in 
hand with them and rapidly take 
control of patrolling the streets for its 
own interests. A happy marriage 
between the fascists and organised 
crime. ~= 


than at home. Addressing European 
Muslims in a Danish TV interview on 
13 June, he declared: “When you 
obey the law and adhere to our 
values, then you are very welcome 
to stay and we will even help you. 
But if not, if you commit a crime, if 
you begin to think about jihad and 
Sharia, there is only one solution: we 
will send you packing the same day, 
you can pack your bags and we will 
strip you of your nationality.” To a 
repeated question about how many 
Muslims he was talking about, 
Wilders would only answer vaguely 
“Millions, tens of millions”. 


The HOPE not hate campaign is Britain’s 
FVol lave m-lalimrerrerimelcerlalct team lam tals 
recent European elections it mobilised 
itarelecy-lavecMelm- la thUCiee-laremelCiagieleiccre| 
3.4 million newspapers and leaflets. 
Over 120,000 people, that’s one in 450 
adults in Britain, have taken part in some 
form of activity for HOPE not hate. 


Although the BNP now has two MEPs it is widely 
accepted that the election results could have been 
far worse had it not been for our campaign. 


Now we need to start to organise for 2010. Over 130 
council wards, in many parts of the country, are at 
risk in next year’s local elections and there is a real 
fear that the BNP could take control of Barking and 
Dagenham council, as well as pose a serious threat in 
the two parliamentary seats covering that area. 


NiVematerere Mon el6] Ce k-Ker-]an}ey-)(¢ amtal-1me]anice) on ta(=lanp 
but this requires money. That is why we have set up 
Friends of Searchlight. For just a few pounds every 
atoyalianyolUKer-[akial-10)(caUr aren o0|oRaamialirecinme@nl(a 
that is necessary to defeat the BNP. 


Your support will allow us to: 
@ Hire HOPE not hate organisers in the key regions. 


| anUlavekolelme)alliarcxer-]an] &y-1(¢ amu ial(@ an seeli(acle)y 
Britain’s biggest and most effective new media 
operation. 


M Establish an Organisers Academy, which will train 
and support local HnH activists. 


M@ Create a national online phonebank so that 
HnH supporters, wherever they are in the country, 
can help identify and turn out the anti-BNP vote in 
key areas. 


@ Fund local leaflets and campaigns in the 130 
council wards at risk. 


M Runa professional general election campaign in 
Barking, Dagenham & Rainham and the three 
constituencies in Stoke-on-Trent. 


Becomea 
supportthe HOPEnotha 


Friend of Se 


With a regular 
contribution you can. 
help stop the BNP _. 


Please complete the details on this form and return 
it to: Friends of Searchlight 


PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 OHE 


Address 


Postcode 
Email 


| would like to make a monthly gift of 
(please tick one box): 
[| £20 


[|] nS ie3i £10 
aes Other (please specify amount) 


to Searchlight Fighting Fund each month until 
further notice and debit my account number 


Ltt 


sort code 


BEBE ee 


starting immediately, or on 


BRO aan 


(delete as appropriate) 


Phone 


To: Manager (please give your bank name and 
branch address) 


Address 
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Jack Jones: International Brigader, trade union leader, pensioners’ campaigner. 
A lifetime committed to the values of collectivism. Salud Jack! 


Jack was the political commissar of the Major Attlee Company in the Spanish Civil War. 
Our shirt celebrates the memory of Jack Jones and the anti-fascist legacy of all his 
fellow international brigaders. Mo Pasaran! 


100% cotton, profits help fund the International Brigades Memorial Trust. Available from wwnw.philosophyfootball.com 
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